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THE  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at 
their  sessions  in  May,  A.  D.  1804,  resolved— ‘‘ That  it  be 
recommended  to  the  standing  committee  of  missions  to  publish 
a  Periodical  Magazine,  in  order  to  commupicate  to  the  people, 
such  religious  information  as  may  be  interesting  and  useful ; 
to  take  early  measures  for  obtaining  subscriptions  for  said 
Magazine  ;  and  pay  the  profits  into  the  funds  of  the  Assembly.” 

The  standing  committee  of  missions,  who  now  address  the 
public,  gave  an  early  and  serious  attention  to  the  subject  of 
the  above  recited  recommendation.  Numerous  obstacles, 
however,  not  here  to  be  specified,  withstood  their  wishes,  and 
prevented,  till  lately,  the  execution  of  the  work  with  which 
they  had  been  charged.  At  length  these  obstacles  have  happily 
been  surmounted,  and  the  committee  are  now  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  religious  public  to 

THE  ASSEMBLY’S  MISSIONARY  MAGAZINE ; 

OR 

AN  EVANGELICAL  INTELLIGENCER, 

Published  under  the,  fiatronage  of  the  General  jissembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

It  is  incumbent  on  the  committee  to  state  the  design  and 
nature  of  the  intended  publication,  and  to  solicit,  in  its  behalf, 
that  assistance  and  encouragement  which  are  essential  to  its 
usefulness  and  permanent  establishment. 

The  design  of  the  work  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  promote  the 
religious  edification  of  the  readers;  and  in  the  second,  to 
increase  the  funds  of  the  Assembly,  destined  to  the  support 
of  missionaries  and  the  purchase  of  books  of  piety,  for  gra¬ 
tuitous  distribution  among  the  poor ;  to  which  funds,  after 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  publication,  the  whole  pecuniary 
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income  from  the  Magazine  will  be  constantly  added*  In  both 
these  ways  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  the  interests  of  vital 
Godliness  may,  in  the  end,  be  materially  advanced.  If  the 
personal  religion  of  the  readers  of  the  Magazine  shall  be 
promoted  and  animated,  not  only  will  piety  be  augmented  by 
this  effect  produced  on  their  own  minds,  but  also  by  the  effect 
which  wdl  result  from  the  ardent  desire  they  will  feel,  and  the 
strenuous  exertions  they  will  make,  to  extend  and  propagate 
evangelical  truth  among  those  who  have  never  as  yet  felt  its 
influence  :  and  if  the  success  of  the  undertaking  shall  equal 
that  which  works  of  a  similar  kind  have  elsewhere  obtained, 
the  Assembly  will  shortly  be  enabled  to  [employ  double  the 
means  which  they  now  possess,  for  sending  the  gospel  to 
those  to  whom  at  present  it  has  little  or  no  access  ;  to  the 
Indian  of  the  wilderness,  to  the  depressed  African,  to  the 
remote  settler  on  the  frontier  of  our  country,  and  to  the  poor 
in  many  other  parts  of  their  extensive  bounds*  These  surely 
are  considerations  of  the  most  interesting  kind  ;  considerations 
which  powerfully  address  themselves  to  the  conscience  and 
the  heart  of  every  individual  who  loves  his  Saviour,  or  who 
knows  the  worth  of  an  immortal  soul* 

That  the  important  objects  in  view  may  be  obtained,  the 
committee  are  deeply  sensible. that  all  the  spirit  and  the  force 
which  they  can  excite  and  enlist,  and  all  the  prudence  and 
vigilance  which  they  can  exercise  and  employ,  will  be 
indispensable,  in  the  enlerprize  before  them.  They  jare 
resolved,  however,  not  to  seek  popularity  by  any  questionable 
means  ;  persuaded  that  it  is  only  the  truth  of  God  that  he 
will  be  likely  to  bless,  or  that  the  friends  of  genuine  piety  (to 
whom  under  God  they  principally  look  for  patronage)  will 
countenance  and  approve*  It  is,  therefore,  unalterably  deter- 
'  mined  that  the  Magazine  shall  realize  in  its  character  the 
import  of  its  title  ;  that  it  shall  be  truhj  evangelical ;  a  repository 
for  the  distinguishing  truths  of  the  gospel,  a  record  of  their 
effects,  and  an  instrument  for  their  extension. 

At  the  time  of  the  glorious  reformation,  the  great  principles 
of  the  gospel  were,  by  the  reformers  themselves,  reduced  to 
system  ;  in  all  the  leading  parts  of  which  they  were  remarkably 
agreed.  These  principles,  from  the  time  and  circumstances 
in  which  they  were  connectedly  set  forth,  and  generally 
embraced  by  the  protestant  world,  have  received  a  descriptive 
^^appellation.— They  have  beeu  called  the  doctrines  of  the 
re/or  mat  ion.  They  are  the  doctrines  which  have  not  only  been 
owned  of  God  for  the  consolation  and  progressive  holiness  of 


PROSPECTUS. 


Ill 


those  who  have  cordially  embraced  them,  but  in  their  being 
remarkably,  and  almost  exclusively  blessed,  for  the  conversion 
of  the  ungodly,  wherever  they  have  been  faithfully  preached, 
or  otherwise  judiciously  explained  and  inculcated.  Of  these 
doctrines  there  may  be,  and  there  have  been,  some  modifica¬ 
tions  and  retrenchments,  without  destroying  or  excluding  their 
essence.  But  the  more  purely  and  fully  they  are  taught,  the 
greater,  commonly,  is  their  salutary  operation.  They  com¬ 
pose  the  creed  of  that  church  of  which  the  General  Assembly 
is  the  supfeme  judicatory,  and  every  thing  manifestly  incon¬ 
sistent  with  them  must  be  precluded  from  the  Magazine.  It 
will,  notwithstanding,  be  fully  understood,  that  a  ready 
admission  will  be  given  to  all  discussions  which  will  bear  the 
test  that  has  now  been  specified,  from  whatever  church,  or 
sect,  or  denomination  of  Christians,  they  may  come ;  and 
without  regard  to  any  peculiar  terms,  or  phrases,  or  expres¬ 
sions,  which  are  the  mere  symbols  or  watch-words  of  a  party. 

The  right  of  correcting  the  pieces  which  are  sent  for 
publication,  is  one  which  the  committee  will  feel  that  they 
possess  and  wdll  be  bound  to  exercise.  Yet  they  will,  of  choice, 
use  it  as  little  and  as  seldom  as  may  be  necessary  :  and  when 
It  shall  be  stated  by  any  writer  that  what  he  sends  must  either 
be  admitted  without  correction,  or  else  wholly  refused,  the 
injunction  shall  always  be  strictly  regarded,  and,  when  re¬ 
quested  and  practicable,  the  article  shall  be  returned. 

It  is  not  easy  to  give  a  full  and  correct  description  of  all 
the  kinds  of  matter  that  may  properly  and  profitably  be 
admitted  into  such  a  miscellany  as  that  which  is  contemplated. 
Every  thing  that  shall  appear  calculated  to  promote  the  great 
ends  of  the  work,  under  whatever  denomination  of  composition 
it  may  be  classed,  will  be  carefully  sought  for,  thankfully  re¬ 
ceived,  and  readily  inserted.  Variety,  however,  must,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  always  consulted.  Not  that  each  number  of 
the  Magazine  can  at  all  times  comprehend  the  same  number 
of  subjects  ;  for  now  one  article,  and  then  another,  must 
necessarily  be  so  extended  as  to  forbid  such  an  arrangement  5 
hut  care  will  be  taken  to  give  each  subject  its  due  measure  of 
room  and  attention  on  the  whole;  so  that  sameness  may  not 
cloy  the  reader,  nor  persons  of  different  tastes  have  reason  to 
complain  that  they  are  not  gratified.  The  articles  which  are 
expected  most  frequently  and  generally  to  appear  are  the 
following. — 

1.  Discussions  of  a  religious  and  moral  nature, 
calculated  to  elucidate  or  enforce  some  useful  or  important 
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point,  and  in  most  instances  of  an  obvious  practical  tendency. 
Such  discussions  must  usually  be  short,  but  in  certain  cases 
where  length  is  necessary,  they  may  be  divided  into  parts  and 
extended  through  several  successive  numbers. 

3.  Short  expositions,  improvements  or  applications, 

OF  passages  or  portions  of  holy  writ.  These  arc  often 
highly  useful ;  and  the  committee  trust  that  among  their 
correspondents  they  will  number  some  biblical  critics,  some 
‘mighty  in  the  scriptures,*  and  many  who  are  able  to  give 
striking  and  attractive  illustrations  of  certain  parts  of  the 
sacred  volume ;  and  that  such  persons  will  often  gladly 
embrace  the  opportunity  to  enlighten  the  minds  and  warm 
the  hearts  of  their  fellow  Christians,  by  the  communication 
of  knowledge  and  sentiment,  in  this  department  of  the 
Magazine. 

3.  Selections  from  other  miscellanies  and  books  or 
PIETY.  It  is  hoped,  indeed,  that  a  large  proportion  of  each  num¬ 
ber  of  the  intended  work  will  be  made  up  of  original  composition. 
But  were  it  practicable,  it  would  certainly  not  be  expedient,  to 
exclude  every  thing  that  has  before  been  in  print.  Many 
periodical  works,  of  a  nature  resembling  that  proposed,  arc 
constantly,  issuing  from  the  press,  both  in  England  and  the 
United  States.  These  have  deservedly  attracted  much  attention. 
But  they  have  become  so  numerous  that  there  are  many 
individuals  who  can  neither  afford  to  purchase  nor  find  time 
to  read  them.  The  best  pieces  will  be  carefully  selected  fr6m 
these  journals,  whether  printed  at  home  or  abroad,  so  that  the 
readers  of  the  Assembly's  Magazine  may,  without  looking 
beyond  it,  be  sure  to  have  the  marrow  of  all  similar  publica¬ 
tions.  It  is  especially  intended  to  endeavour  to  embody  and 
condense  all  the  missionary  intelligence  contained  in  other 
productions,  so  as  to  present  a  correct  general  view  of  the 
state  of  missions  in  every  part  of  the  world.  This  it  is  known 
will  be  extremely  grateful  to  many  pious  Christians,  who,  as 
they  are  constantly  praying  for  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  cannov 
but  be  anxious  to  know  what  are  her  prospects,  and  into  what 
new  regions  her  boundaries  are  extending. — Short  extracts, 
-  also,  from  other  publications  than  Magazines,  and  perhaps  the 
whole  of  some  brief  tracts  of  distinguished  excellence,  es|>e- 
cially  if  they  be  of  recent  date,  may  occasionally  appear.  It 
is  fully  realized  that  the  execution  of  what  is  proposed  under 
this  particular  will  require  much  labour ;  but  the  committee 
have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  engage  an  editor,  whose  talents 
and  diligence,  with  such  assistance  as  they  may  be  able  to 


afford,  will,  they  think,  insure  a  satisfactory  management  of 
this  ardcus  part  of  their  work* 


4.  A  PARTICULAR  ACCOUNT  WILL  BE  GIVEN  OF  THE 
MISSIONS  WHICH  ARE  CONDUCTED  BY  THE  ASSEMBLY, 

The  importance  .  of  this  item,  in  connexion  with  some 
considerations  already  stated,  determined  the  committee  to 
adopt  the  title  under  which  their  publication  is  to  go 
forth  to  the  world.  Narratives  of  all  the  missions  appointed 
by  the  General  Assembly  and  executed  under  their  order, 
are  drawn  up,  annually,  by  the  missionaries  themselves.  Pi 
They  are  often  very  interesting  and  instructive,  but  arc 
commonly  of  such  length  that  they  cannot  be  printed  with  the 
yearly  extracts,  nor  be  even  read  to  the  Assembly.  Hitherto 
they  have  served  little  other  purpose  than  to  edify  the  members 
of  the  committee,  and  enable  them  to  ascertain  the  prudence, 
zeal,  fidelity  and  success,  of  those  whom  they  have  employed. 

But  as  they  ought  to  be  made  public,  where  there  no  other 
ends  in  view  than  to  direct  and  encourage  the  efforts  of  future 
missionaries  by  the  example  of  those  now  in  the  field  of  labour, 
and  to  gratify  those  benevolent  individuals  who  have  liberally 
contributed  to  support  them  in  their  work,  so  there  is  this 
additional  inducement,  that  these  accounts  will  probably  have 
a  direct  and  powerful  influence  on  many  readers,  in  cherishing 
and  strengthening  some  of  the  most  important  principles  and 
dispositions  which  the  gospel  teaches  and  enjoins.  A  very 
considerable  fund  of  original  materials  here  offers  itself  to  the 
committee,  to  which  none  but  themselves  can  have  access. 

5.  The  Evangelical  Intelligencer  will,  in  part,  make  good 
its  claim  to  this  appellation,  by  giving  as  much  information  as 
possible  relative  to  all  appearances  which  indicate  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  vital  piety,  or  what,  in  this  country,  have  usually  been 
denominated  revivals  or  religion.  Such  information, 
always  commands  the  most  earnest  attention,  and  gladdens  the 
hearts  of  those  who  know  that  true  religion  consists,  not  merely 
in  excellent  forms,  an  orthodox  creed,  and  a  reputable  deport¬ 
ment,  but  demands,  as  indispensable,  the  transformation  of 

the  heart - a  personal  cordial  acceptance  of  the  Lord  Jesus 

Christ  as  freely  offered  in  the  gospel,  and  as  the  whole  founda¬ 
tion  of  the*sinnei*s  hope.  To  obtain  the  intelligence  here 
referred  to,  an  extensive  correspondence  will  be  necessary,  and 
a  careful  attention  to  casual  information.  But  the  committee 
contemplate  with  pleasure  one  advantage  that  will  be  peculiar. 
For*^several  years  past  the  General  Assembly  have  required 
annually,  from  every  member  composing  that  body>  a  distinct 
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account  of  the  state  of  religion,  within  the  circle  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  observation.  By  taking  accurate  minutes  of  these  narra¬ 
tives,  it  will  be  easy  to  present  a  pretty  just  view  of  the  stale 
of  religion  from  Canada  to  Georgia. 

6.  Biographical  sketches  of  eminent  Christians 
will  frequently  be  exhibited.  These  are  well  calculated  both  to 
entertain  and  edify  the  practical  believer,  who,  in  pursuing  his 
Christian  course,  is  sometimes  better  directed  and  more  en¬ 
couraged  by  a  single  example  taken  from  real  life,  than  by 
many  abstract  and  general  instructions.  An  obituary  will  also 
find  a  place,  in  which  the  instructive  circumstances,  attending 
the  deaths  of  those  who  have  departed  in  the  faith,  will  be  duly 
noticed. 

7.  ANECDOTES  OF  A  MORAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  KIND  will 

occasionally  be  given.  They  often  strike  with  force,  and  remain 
on  the  mind  ;  and  sometimes  they  produce  the  most  lasting 
and  beneficial  impressions  and  effects. 

8.  Poetry  is  an  article  seldom  omitted  in  any  miscellany. 
Sacred  song  constitutes  the  oldest  and  the  sublimest  poetry, 
with  which  the  world  is  acquainted,  and  it  is  still  the  delight 
of  every  devotional  mind.  It  is  hoped  that  the  pious  readers 
of  the  intended  Magazine  will  sometimes  be  favoured  with 
original  verse,  which  shall  breathe  the  sentiments  of  their 
souls,  and  in  which  their  praises  may  ascend  and  mingle  with 

angelic  strains. - Selections  from  the  most  apprcfNed  and 

recent  writers,  must  supply  the  deficiency  of  original  poetry. 

9.  The  ORDINATION  AND  INSTALLATION  OF  MINISTERS 
AND  THE  FORMATION  OF  NEW  CONGREGATIONS  will  be  notXcd. 

Such  notice  will  not  only  be  gratifying  to  the  parties  immedi¬ 
ately  interested,  but  useful  to  all  w^ho  desire  to  know  the  state 
and  progress  of  Christian  establishments. 

iO.  A  LIST  OF  RELIGIOUS  PUBLICATIONS  will  frequently* 
be  inserted  in  the  Magazine.  This  must  be  particularly  useful 
to  those  w'hose  situation  does  not  easily  permit  them  to  know 
what  books  of  merit  are,  from  time  to  time,  claiming  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  public.  For  want  ofthis,  a  most  valuable  work  may 
never  be*  possessed  or  heard  of  by  some  who,  had  seasonable 
information  been  given  of  its  character  would  have  gladly 
purcha^^ed  and  profitably  perused  it.  When  any  new  hook  or 
pamphlet  is  confessedly  and  eminently  meritorious,  its  charact¬ 
er  will  be  announced.  Farther  than  this  the  committee  dare 
not  pledge  themselves  at  present.  They  have  it  under  con¬ 
sideration,  indeed,  to  give  a  general  review  of  religious 
publications  in  this  country.  But  a  decision  on  this  point 
will  depend  on  circumstances  yet  to  be  ascertained. 


11.  ‘A  small  portion  of  the  Magazine  will  be  set  apart  for 

il'thc  insertion  of  QUESTIONS  relative  to  passages  of  scrip- 
j,'  TURE)  AND  IMPORTANT  POINTS  IN  MORALS  AND  RELIGION. 

'  There  are  many  who  can,  and  some  who  wish,  to  ask  questions  ^ 

which  they  cannot  themselves  answer. — By  doing  it  they  may 
invite  disquisitions  useful  to  themselves  and  others.  Men  are 
sometimes  induced  to  write  on  a  question,  on  which  they  are 
conscious  of  a  ripeness  and  readiness  of  thought,  when  they 
would  have  remained  wholly  silent  if  the  question  had  not  been 
proposed. 

A  statement  is  now  before  the  reader  of  the  design  and 
nature  of  the  Assembly’s  Magazine,  and  of  the  subjects  of 
which  it  will  be  a  repository,  or  on  which  it  will  contain  dis¬ 
cussions  or  give  information.  On  a  review  of  the  whole, 
the  committee  are  ready  to  ask,  what  friend  of  evangelical 
piety  there  is,  to  whom  this  prospectus  shall  come,  who  can¬ 
not,  and  who  will  not  assist  them ;  either  by  furnishing  ma¬ 
terials  for  the  work,  or  by  the  purchase  and  patronage  of  it  ? 

To  the  promotion  of  a  cause,  dearer  to  every  real  Christian 
than  all  earthly  considerations,  the  publication  is  entirely  con¬ 
secrated.  From  such  as  are  already  engaged  to  afford  their 
whole  stock  of  aid,  both  intellectual  and  pecuniary,  to  works 
of  a  similar  kind,  it  would  not,  indeed,  be  right  to  expect  any 
thing  beyond  the  expression  of  their  favourable  opinion  and 
their  friendly  recommendation.  But  from  all  who  are  not  ex¬ 
cused  by  this  consideration,  and  who  fall  within  the  designation  - 

given,  it  would  seem  to  be  reasonable  that  the  committee 
should  look  for  direct  and  effective  support. 

A  constant  accumulation  of  suitable  materials  for  the  Maga¬ 
zine  will  be  the  great  desideratum,  on  which  its  very  existence 
w;ll  depend.  A  monthly  publication  of  fifty  pages  is  a  mouth 
that  consumes  much  food.  Large  and  renewed  supplies  arc 
necessary  to  satisfy  its  reiterated  demands :  and  if  the  sup¬ 
plies  be  not  rich  and  various,  as  well  as  large,  leanness  or 
distortion  will  soon  be  complained  of,  and  death  will  speedily 
follow.  To  drop  the  figure,  no  miscellany  destitute  of  inhe¬ 
rent  excellence,  however  laudable  its  design,  will  long  be 
endured.  It  must  deserve  the  encouragement  which  it  can 
rationally  hope  to  receive.  To  give  the  Assembly’s  Magazine 
a  well  founded  claim  to  the  public  regard,  the  committee  have 
considerately  resolved  that  no  efforts  of  theirs  shall  be  spared ; 
and  for  their  assistance,  (hey  here  bespeak  and  intreat  the 
contribution  o  fall  who  can  throw  in  any  thing,  however  small, 
u  to  keep  up  the  fund  on  which  their  draughts  must  be  made. 
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To  this,  the  possession  of  much  literature  will  not,  in  all  cases, 
be  necessary.  By  lookings  over  the  articles  enumerated,  it 
will  appear  that  any  man  of  plain  sense  and  a  little  education, 
will  often  have  it  in  his  power  to  furnish  matter  that  will  be 
extremely  useful,  particularly  in  regard  to  facts  of  which  he 
may  possess  a  personal  knowledge. 

But  to  those  who  possess  both  piety  and  learning,  and 
especially  to  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  work  must  be 
principally  indebted.  Such  persons  it  is  known,  can  easily 
support  it  if  they  will  ;  and  the  presumption  seems  to  be 
strong  that  the  will  cannot  be  wanting.  Manuscripts  already 
exist  in  their  possession,  from  which,  if  the  best  and  most 
suitable  parts  were  extracted,  a  very  extensive  collection  of 
of  materiils,  would  immediately  be  formed.  And  without 
violating  Christian  charity  who  can  suppose,  that  men  who 
have  consecrated  their  all  to  the  Saviour,  will  refuse,  in  his 
service,  the  transcription  of  a  few  paragraphs,  or  the  time  and 
exertion  occasionnally  necessary  to  compose  a  few  new  ones.? 

In  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  Magazine,  receiving  the 
numbers  for  subscribers,  and  assisting  in  the  collection  and 
transmission  of  the  monies  that  shall  become  due,  it  is  surely 
not  too  much  to  count  on  the  active  co-operation'  of  all  the 
ministers,  and  many  of  the  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  are,  in  fact,  equally  concerned  with  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  the  success  of  this  work  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  many  of  them  will  withhold  from  it  a  service  compTara- 
ritively  so  small. 

The  Editor  and  Publisher  is  Mr.  William  P.  Farrand, 
No.  185,  Market-Street,  Philadelphia,  to  whom  all  commu¬ 
nications  must  be  made,  and'  whose  intimations  in  all  matters 
relative  to  the  Magazine  must  be  considf^red  as  authorized  and 
decisive. 

Now  to  the  TRIUNE  GOD,  on  whose  blessing  every 
human  undertaking  depends  for  success,  the  committee  humb¬ 
ly  and  fervently  recommend  this,  in  which,  w'ith  views  to  the 
promotion  of  his  glory,  they  trust  they  have  engaged. 


Samuel  Blair, 
Ashbel  Green, 
Philip  Milledoler, 
Jacob  y.  Jdne%oay, 
Elias  Boudinot, 
Ebenezer  Hazard, 
Robert  Smith. 
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^  *  AN  INTRODUCTORY  ACCQUNT  OF  MISSIONS. 

THE  design  of  The  Msembly*s  Mieeionary  Magazine  or 
Evangelical  Intelligencer^'*  has  been  stated  to  be  **  the  advance* 
xnent  of  the  interests  of  vital  godlinecBy*  by  the  edification  of 
its  readers,  and  the  Increase  of  funds  to  aid  exertions '  for 
carrying  Gospel  Intelligence  to  the  heathen. ' 

With  these  objects  in  view,  we  begin  with  giving  a  general, 
but  brief  account,  of  the  most  important  missionary  efforts,  so 
far  back,  as  to  exhibit,  at  least,  some  indistinct  view,  of  the  ex¬ 
tent  and  progress  of  the  Christian  religion,  at  the  time  of  the 
.Reformation*  We  must,  of  necessity,  pass  over  many  cir¬ 
cumstances,  which*  we  shoiiM  gladly  notice  were  we  not  im-.. 
periously  forbidden  io  do  it,  by  the  nature  of  our  work. 

•  But  to  exhibit  the  encouragement  held  out  to  those  who" 
wish  to  extend  the  religion  on  which  their  own  hopes  are 
grounded,  we  offer  what  may  be  denominated  a  sketch  of 

MODPIRN  MISSIONS. 

The  Roman  Pontififs,  bave,  at  difrei*ent  periods,  "since 
some  time  in  the  thirteenth  century,  engaged  in  vigorous'!^ 
measures  to  establish  the  PapabChurch  among  the  heathen. 
The  orders  of  St.  Dominic,  St.  Francis,  St*  Augustine,  and 
the  Jesuits,  have  each  laboured  to  extend  their  own  order 
under  the  banners  of  the  Pope.  Their  early  efforts  were 
among  the  Chinese  and  Tartars.  And  though  they  M^ere 
not  without  success,  yet  renewed  zeal  and  efforts,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  after,  were  barely  sufficient  to  support  their 


>  ‘ 


declining  interests  jintil  near  the  commenccTncnt  of  the 
teenth  century.  At  this  period,  wars  broke  out  between  the 
Chinese  and  other  nations  in  Asia,  which  almost  eradicated 
the  faith  which  the  papist  roissionaries  had  inculcated.1  Near 
the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  as  the  spirit  of  naval  cnl^- 
prize  increased,  the  doctrines  of  popery  became  extended. 
They  were  taught  in  many  parts  of  the  East,  and  inculcated  in  ^ 
the  new  settlements  in  the  West-Indies,  and  on  the  continent 
of  America.  They  also  reigned  triumphant  in  the  civilized 
parts  of  Europe. 

Early  in  the  sixteenth  century,  in  the  midst  of  papal 
influence  and  authority,  commenced  the  Reformation  in  Europe* 
Its  doctrines  were  propagated  with  zeal,  and  their  extension 
gave  a  severe  shock  to  the  influence  of  the  Pope.  A  variety 
of  expedients,  were  ineffectually  used  to  support  his  declin¬ 
ing  cause.  In  France  and  England,  these  expedients  were  not 
only  unsuccessful,  but  often  undoubtedly  operated  to  defeat 
their  own  design.  Henry  the  VIII.  the  defender  of  the 
FAITH,  withdrew  from  the  Romish  Church,  though  he  still 
remained  a  papist’. — In  Scotland  the  reformation  gained  great 
accession  under  John  Knox- — On  the  continent,  Henry  the  IV. 
passed  the  Edict  of  Nantz,  tolerating  the  protestants  in  the 
free  enjoyment  o!  their  religion.  Under  such  concuring  oppo¬ 
sition  at  home,  the  Catholics  turned  their  particular  attention 
to  foreign  countries.  The  Jesuits,  a  learned  and  politic  society, 
were  specially  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  church  abroad. 
Many  of  them  became  missionaries  and  propagated  the  fahh 
with  great  zeal  and  success. 

About  the  middle  of  this  century  the  protestants  began 
first  to  cbnsidcr  the  importance  of  missions,  and  to  feel 
the  duty  incumbent  on  professing  Christians  to  co-operate 
in  the  support  of  them.  They  first  sent  fourteen  mission¬ 
aries  from  Geneva  to  America.  The  English,  also  trans¬ 
planted  protestant  principles  to  their  new  colonies.  The 
Sweeds  were  equally  zealous  in  extending  the  borders  of  the 
church  in  Finland  and  Lapland.  The  Dutch  also  began  to  be 
actively  engaged  in  establishing  the  reformed  doctrine  in  their 
numerous  foreign  possessions.  They  educated  ministers  with 
this  view,  and  first  established  a  church  at  Batavia,  From 
•  this,  other  Congregations  were  formed,  and  Schools  were  in¬ 
stituted  among  the  natives  of  Formosa,  Columba,  Timor,  and 
on  the  coast  of  Coromandel  ;  and  by  the  close  of  the  century 
religious  establishments  were  made  in  most  of  their  settle- 
Hients. 


Ill  ^  seventeenth  century  a  missionary  association  was  f 
also  formed  in  Enfjland,  which  received  a  particular  encourage* 
ment  from  Parliament,  by  an  act  of  organization,  and  after¬ 
wards  by  donations  and  other  benefactions.  But,  notwith¬ 
standing  this  particular  encouragement  from  the  government, 
the  success  of  their  missionary  operations  seems  to  have  been 
very  limited. 

In  the  eighteenth  century,  till  near  its  close,  little  altera* 
tion  appeared  in  the  success  of  Dutch  or  English  missions* 
William  the  III.  patronized  them  in  England. — In  1771, 
the  Dutch  translated  the  Bible  into  the  Singalee  tongue.—- 
Frederick  IV.  of  Denmark,  in  1706,  planned  and  sent  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  coast  of  Malabar.  But  after  all  their  exertions, 
little  progress,  has  been  made  in  Icivilizing  and  instructing 
the  savage  nations,  millions  of  mankind  never  .heard  of  the 
Bible,  and  the  majority  never  saw  it.**  And,  of  the  eight  hun¬ 
dred  millions  of  inhabitants  on  the  Globe,  little  more  than  fifty 
millions  are  now  of  the  protestant  church.  Lately,  however, 
more  than  fifty  different  societies,  for  the  last  several  years,  have 
been  actively  engaged  in  promulgating  the  doctrines  of  chris^ 
tianily.  Each  of  these  societies  have  from  one  to  thirty  mis¬ 
sionary  settlements.  Of  these,  several  arc  in  Asia,  far 
removed  from  each  other ; — several  on  the  frontier  and  inland 
parts  of  Africa  ; — a  number  in  the  West-India  Islands ;  Grccn- 
.  land,  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  a  great  number  dispersed 
along  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States*  Hence  appears  thf 
extent  of  our  subject.  We  see,  though  thousands  are  yet 
in  darkness,  perhaps  grounding  their  future  hopes  on  annihi¬ 
lation,  that  thousands  have  heard  the  sufferings  and  death  of 
a  Redeemer  proclaimed  by  the  Christian  brethren  who  have 
visited  them.  ^This  will  doubtless  gladden  the  heart  of  the  phi- 
lanthrophist,  but  while  it  does  so,  let  him  extend  his  view,  and, 
if  possible,  realize  the  number  who  are  yet  ignorant  of  the 
glorious  and  consoling  promises  of  the  Gospel.  Let  hini 
reflect  on  the  importance  of  the  object  before  him.  Let  hini 
even  contrast  the  hardships  and  sufferings  of  the  savage  with 
civilized  refinement;  certainly  his  sensibility  will  compassions^ 
ate  them.  But  if  he  contrast  his  awfully  important  situation^ 
who  is  without  God  and  the  means  of  knowing  him,  with  that 
of  an  enlightened  Christian,  to  what  exertion  will  it  not 
stimulate  ?  / 
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MODERN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETIES. 


THE  SOCIETY  OF  UNITED  BRETHREN,  OR  MORAVIANS. 

THIS  society  has  been  organized  about  eighty  ycai*s,  and 
is  now  greatly  distinguished  for  uniform  and  unreroittcd  dili* 
gence,  in  trying  to  bring  seasonable  and  salutary  instruction  to 
those  who  had  not  enjoyed  the  divine  light  of  the  Gospel# 

The  following  statement  of  their  missionary  exertions  is 
taken  from  their  own  publications. 

STATEMENT. 


In  1732,  commenced  the  Moravian  missions  to  the  Danish 
West-India  Islands,  where  they  formed  settlements,  in  St. 
Thomas,  at  N^  Herrnhut  and  Nisky  In  St.  Croix,  at 
Friedensberg  and  Friedensthal: — In  St.  John,  at  Bethany  and 
Emmaus. 

In  1733,  commenced  their  settlement  in  Greenland,  at 
New  Herrnhiit,  Lichtenfels  and  Lichtenau. 

In  1734,  commenced  their  first  settlement  in  North.- 
America,  at  Fairfield  in  Upper  Canada,  and  at  Goshen  on  the 
River  Muskingum. 

In  1736,  commenced  their  first  settlement  at  the  Cape  of 

t Good-Hope,  by  George  Schmidt.  After  the  great  exertion  of 
pious  man  had  enabled  him  to  form  a  small  congregation 
believers,  he  went  to  Europe  to  represent  its  flourishing 
state  and  obtain  the  assistance  necessary  to  carry  On  further 
xertions.  But,  to  his  great  surprize  and  disappointment,  the 
Dutch  East-lndia  Company,  through  motives  of  policy,  pre» 
ented  his  immediate  return.  In  1792,  however,  the  Dutch 

'  Government  granted  permission  to  send  out  three  missiona¬ 
ries.  Since  this  period  they  have  received  protection  and 

much  kindness  from  the  government,  and  have  been  enabled 
^  to  form  a  new  and  flourishing  settlement  at  Bavian^s  Kloof. 
In  1738,  they  began  to  form  settlements  in  South- 
America,  among  the  JVegro  at  Paramaribo  and  Som« 

.  melsdyk,  also  among  the  Free  JVegroea  at  Bambey,  on  the  Sara* 
"^t  mcca,  and  among  the  JS/ative  Indians  2X  Hope,  on  the  Corentyn. 
In  1754,  they  formed  two  settlements  in  Jamaica,  in 
Elizabeth’s  parish. 

In  1756,  they  began  their  settlements  in  Antic^ua,  at  St# 
'•ctfohns,  Grace-Hill  and  GraccrBay. 


•r 


In  1760,  they  began  their  settlement  In  the  East-Iudies^ 
near  Tranquebar,  at  Brethren's  Garden. 

InM764,  they  first  commenced  their  settlements  on  the 
Coast  of  Labrador,  at  Nain,  Okkak  and  Hopedale. 

In  1765,  they  began  their  settlement  in  Barbadoes  at 
Sharon,  near  Bridgetown. 

In  1765,  they  also  formed  a  settlement  in  the  Russian  par^ 

N 

OF  ASIA  at  Sarepta. 

In  1775,  they  began  their  missionary  establishment  in  St« 
Kitts  at  Basseterre., 

In  1789,  they  began  a  missionary  establishment  in  Tobaoo 
at  SigiiaMIill,  which  they  further  supplied  in  1798. 

The  above  is  a  pretty  general  account  of  the  missionary 
establishments  which  have  been  undertaken  by  this  Society^ 
It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked  that  they  have  formed  several 
settlements,  which  have  not  been  enumerated,  but  may  be 
called  branches'of  some  of  those  above  mentioned. 

The  Moravian  Society  is  not  numerous,  neither  is  it  weal¬ 
thy.  But  ^  their  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  salvation  of  their 
fellow-men’  seems  to  have  enabled  them  to  overcome  a  innkH 
tude  of  obstacles.  Tho*present  expehee  of  their  rarssions  is  he* 
tween  five  and  six  thousand  pounds  sterling.  This  sum  is  large 
considering  the  number  and  ability  of  the  society.  But  hitherto 
the  brethren  have  been  enabled  to  meet  it  by  the  following 
means.  Besides  the  contributions  they  collect  from  their 
own  society,  they  solicit  and  have  often  received  liberal  dona* 
tioTiS  from  other  societies.  They  have  also  frequently  setK  to 
Labrador  with  their  missionaries  such  articles  as  arc  useful, 
with  which  they  have  carried  on  a  small  trade  with  the 
natives  by  bartering  for  skins,  bone  and  oil.  This  trade  has 
fiot  answered  the  sanguine  expectations  which  were  first  form* 
cd,  but  still  the  brethren  have  derived  some  assistance  from  it. 
‘«As  to  meatal  qualifications,  in  the  choice  of  missionary  labour* 
ers,  much  eruditton  is  not  required.”  “  To  he  well  versed  in  the 
sacred^ scriptures,  and  to  have  an  experimental  knowledge 
the  truths  they  contain,  is  judged  indispensably  necessaiy.^ 
They  receive  no  salary  but  arc  sup^ied  with  every  thing 
necessary  for  their  support* 

«  THE  LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

This  society  was  instituted  in  the  year  1795 ;  which  may 
be  considered  an  important  era  in  the  histoiy  of  modei» 


Tnissions*  ,At  the  first  meeting  of  the  society  two  hundred 
ministers,  of  different  denominations,  met  together,  and  with 
unanimity  resolved,  to  send  missionaries  to  Otaheite,  or 
some  other  of  the  South**Sea Islands;  and  that,  as  soon  as  possi* 
ble,  missions  should  be  attempted  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  to 
Tartary,  by  Astracan ;  or  to  Surat  on  the  Malabar  coast,  or 
to  Bengal,  on  the  Coromandel  coast,  or  to  the  Island  of  Su¬ 
matra,  or  to  the  Pelew  Islands,  as  Providence  might  direct*’* 

These  exertions  of  the  society  have  been  made  instru¬ 
mental  to  rouse  many  to  a  spirit  of.competition  for  the  exten- 
sion  of  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel*  Since  the  society  was 
organized  it  has  received  great  assistance  from  the  public  :  in 
1796  its  funds  amounted  to  near  twelve  thousand  pounds. 
This  year  the  society  purchased  the  ship  Duff,  on  board  of 
which,  in  August,  29  missionaries  embarked  for  the  Islands 
in  the  south  seas*  Nineteen  of  them  were  left  at  Otaheite, 
nine  at  Tongataboo,  and  one  at  Marquesas.  In  the  following 
August,  1797,  six  other  missionaries,  were  sent  to  the  Fou- 
lah  country  in  Africa*  In  December  following,  1798,  several 
others  were  sent  out,  who  were  taken  by  a  French  privateer 
and  never  reached  the  place  of  their  destination.  This  year 
eleven  of  the  missionaries  left  Otaheite  and  went  to  New  Hol¬ 
land;  the  society  also  sent  Mr.  Kicherer,  Doctor  Vander- 
kemp,  Mr*  Edmund,  and  Mr;  Edwards,  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope*  There  are  now  employed  two  missionaries  in  Canada, 
one  in  Newfoundland,  one  in  India,  and  several  have  lately 
been  sent  to  Otaheite,  who,  in  all,  amount  not  less  than 
eighty. 

BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Baptist  Missionary  Society  in  London  was 'instituted 
In  1792.  They  have  also  a  Northern  Association,  a  Northern 
Evangelical  Society,  and  several  others  in  Great  Britain,  which 
have  enabled  this  sect  of  Christians  to  make  great  and  success¬ 
ful  exertions  in  preaching  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel  in 
foreign  countries.  In  India  they  have  a  number  of  active 
missionaries,  who  have  collected  congregations  at  Calcutta 
and  Serampour,  but  spend  much  cf  their  time  in  travelling  into 
different  parts  of  those  extensive  regions  to  preach  the  gos¬ 
pel  wherever  occasion  offers.  They  have  translated  the  New- 
Testament  into  the  Bengalee  Language,  one  edition  of  which 
they  have  distributed  and  have  another  nearly  completed* 
They  have  also  established  a  respectable  Frec-School  at  Seram- 


pour,  which  is  calculated  to  facilitate  and  encourage  an  under* 
standing  of  the  holy  scriptures.  In  the  United  States  there 
are  also  several  Baptist  Associations  of  much  respectability. 
The  MaewhxuettB  Ba/itiat  Missionary  Society  held  their  first 
meeting  in  Boston,  the  26th  of  May  1802,  at  which  time  it 
was  resolved,  that  “  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Isaac  Case,  Jbhn  Tripp, 
and  Joseph  Cornell  should  be  appointed  Missionaries.**  “  The 
two  former  to  visit  the  new  settlements  in  the  District 
of  Maine  and  New-Hampshire  ;  the  latter  to  visit  the  new 
settlements  on  the  north  westerly  parts  of  New-York,  and  the 
adjacent  settlements  in  Canada.'*  The  accounts  which  have 
since  been  received  from  these  gentlemen,  particularly  from 
Mr.  Cornell,  are  highly  gratifying. 

A  new  society  has  also  been  established  in  this  city  called 


THE  PHILADELPHIA  BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

« 

THIS  new  establishment  was  organised  in  October  1804.  • 
^  It  has  for  its  priminary  object  the  establishment  of  a  mission 
among  the  Settlers  of  the  country ;  nevertheless,  they  will ' 
extend  it  to  the  Aborigines  of  this  country  when  found  conveni¬ 
ent.**  The  officers  of  this  society  are  chosen  annually  in 
October,  and  they  meet  half-yearly.  At  their  meeting  in 
October  last  the  Revd.  Doctor  Rogers  of  this  City  was  chosen 
Treasurer,  and  to  receive  donations  from  the  pious  and  liberal 
to  aid  in  increasing  their  small  funds. 

The  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  since  1T89,  have  made 
annual  collections  for  missionary  purposes.  The  Classis  of 
Albany  was  constituted  a  missionary  Committee  and  their 
collections  have  lately  enabled  them  to  support  six  missiona- 
aries  on  the  frontiers  and  in  Upper  Canada. 

The  Episcopal  Church  have  also  made  collections  for 
the  same  purpose  since  1792.  It  was  first  attempted  by  the 
church  in  .General  Convention,  but  it  has  since  been  left  with 
the  Conventions  of  each  state  to  make  such  arrangement  as 
they  find  most  conducive  to  the  general  object. 

The  New  York  convention  now  supports  three  missiona¬ 
ries. 

The  society  of  Methodists  have  been  actively  engaged  for 
several  years  past  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  the  West  Indies. 
Their  labours  arc  represented  as  successful  in  many  instances 
but  they  have  often  met  with  opposition.  This  opposition  has, 
^  some  instances,  proceeded  from  the  Government.  It  has 
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,  i>erT}  enacted  that  a  person  should  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  fiftf 
pounds  and  five  months  imprisonment,  who  should  preach  the 
^g^ospe!  without  authority  from  the  Church  of  England,  or  who  ‘ 
”®^4bowld  permit  such  person  to  preach  in  his  house,  or  one  who 
should  even  attempt  to  teach.  Several  have  suffered  fine  and 
Imprisonment  under  this  law. 


MISSIONARY  SOCIETIES  IN  SCOTLAND. 


These  are  the  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Paisley, 
Stirling,  Greenock,  Dundeej  t^erth  and  Kelso,  Societies ;  all 
of  which  were  founded  in  1T96.  Several  of  them  have  chosen 
Id  connect  themselves  with  the  London  Missionary  Society,  and 
several  have  prefered  acting  separately.  Most  of  them  have 
l>een  very  zealous  in  the  cause  of  missions.  They  have  not 
cmly  sent  preaching  into  the  less  frequented  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  but  have  also  directed  their  operations  to  the  South-Seas 
and  Africa*  The  most  imorptant  however,  have  been  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Missions  to  the  Russian  part  of  Tartary.  By  a  letter 
from  Karass  of  Oct.  3rd,  1803,  it  appears  that  they ‘‘  propose 
to  redeem  a  number  of  young  persons  from  slavery,  and  to 
teach  them  the  Tartar  Circassian,  English  and  Russian  Lan¬ 
guages,  and  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion*’*  The 
missionaries  also  propose  to  translate  the  scriptures  and  some 
otlier  religious  tracts,  into  several  of  those  languages.  They 
also  mention  their  hopes  to  be  able  to  circulate  these  tracts  in 
the  eastern  parts  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  in  the  Turkish  and 
Arabick  languages.  The  Emperor  Alexander  is  friendly  to 
their  views  in  his  dominions  ;  and  considering  the  well  adapt¬ 
ed  means  which  they  employ  we. cannot  but  hope  it  will  please 
God  to  support  his  work  in  their  hands. 


Y  7b  be  continued ) 
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THE  LIFE  OF  DOCTOR  JCJHNaWITHERSPOOJI; 


Doctor  Witherspoon  was  born  at  Yester,  a  tew  miles  from 
Edinburgh,  on  the  fifth  of  Tebruarf,  1722.  Kis  ancestry  was* . 
respectable,  he  being  lineally  descended  from  the  Rcy.  John 
Knox,  The  prime  instrument  in  spreading  and  establish¬ 
ing  the  reformed  religion  in  Scotland.”  His  father  was  min¬ 
ister  of  the  parish  of  Yceter,  a  man  of  exemplary  piety,  and 
eminent  as  a  critical  scholar.  The  education  of  the  son  was 
such  as  might  be  expected  under  the  direction  of  such  a 
father.  He -early  acquired  a  fondness  for  literary  pursuits, 
with  a  love  for  accurate  inYesligation,  and  a  noble  sim¬ 
plicity,  which  have  since  characterised  him  in  tho^  various 
scenes  of  his  life« 

When  very  young  he  was  sent  to  the  public  school  atHadU 
dington*.  Here  he  was  distinguished  for  assiduity  in  his  stu-' 
dies,  and  for  possessing  a  quickness  of  perception,  and  cor¬ 
rectness  of  judgment. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  wad  removed  to  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  where  he  continued  till  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
During  this  time,  while  attending  the  different  professors 
with  his  companions,  some  of  whom  have  since  appeared  in 
the  highest  stations  in  the  literary  world,  his  talents  and  judg¬ 
ment  were  always  noticed,  and  in  the  Theological-Hall  they 
were  much  admired.  His  correct  taste  for  sacred  criticism, 
added  to  an  uncommon  quickness  and  perspicuity  in  forming 
and  expressing  his  ideas,  always  enforced  conviction  or  incur-* 
red  pointed  opposition, 

After  leaving  the  university  he  was  invited  to  be  an  assist 
tant  minister  wilh  his  father.  But  he  preferred  accepting  an 
invitation  from  the  parish  of  Beirth.  Here  he  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  and  continued  several  years.  From  Beirth 
he  was  translated  to  Paisly.  In  both  these  charges  he  per- 

11  formed  his  parochial  and  ministerial  duties  with  a  fidelity, 

I  which  gave  general  satisfaction.  In  the  last,  particularly,  his 

I  reputation  became  extensive,  and  a  large  party  of  friends^ 

besides  his  own  people,  became  warmly  attached  to  hint*  In 
•  •  *  *  ^0 

the  ecclesiastical  politics  his  country,  he  w£is  the  head  of 
^  the  orthodox  party.  He  first  gave  unity  and  harmony  to  their 
I  proceedings,  and  convinced  them  of  the  necessity  of  system- 
i  atising  their  operations-  Shortly  after,  he  had  the  satisfaction 
I  to  witness  their  respectability,  and'even  success,  in  the  Genev 
p  ral  Assembly.  As  his  popularity  extended,  a  growing,  mutual^ 
^  and  affectionate  regard  was  formed  between  him  and  his  people* 
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They  admired  him  as  a  preacher,  and  loved  him  ts  a  friend 
and  a  father.  Soon  after  this  he  received  invitations  seve¬ 
rally  from  Dublin,  Rotterdam,  and  Dundee,  to  assume 
the  ministerial  charge  in  those  places :  and  also,  one  from 
Trustees  of  the  College  of  Princeton,  in  New  Jersey,  to 
preside  over  their  institution.  At  first  he  rejected  all  those 
solicitations,  thinking  it  impossible  to  overcome  the  feelings 
of  tenderness  which  mutual  fondness  had  nourished  in  hit  own 
heart  and  the  hearts  of  his  family  and  peofile.  Being,  however, 
strongly  urged  to  come  to  America  by  some  of  his  most  con¬ 
fidential  friends,  and  flattered  by  the  goodly  prospect  of  exten¬ 
sive  usefulness  to  science  and  religion,  he  determined  to 
sacrafice  those  feelings.  He  therefore  yielded  to  a  second  ap¬ 
plication,  and  soon  after  embarked  for  this  country  where  he 
arrived  in  August  1768. 

During  his  presidency  at  the  College  he  introduced  many 
improvements  into  the  classical  course  of  studies.  He  adopted 
a  system  of  education  more  extensive,  scientific,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  useful  than  that  previously  established.  Himself  a  hap¬ 
py  model,  as  a  good  writer,  and  of  improved  taste  on  subjects  of 
literature,  he  taught  by  his  own  example.  Under  his  direction 
the  patronage  of  the  College  became  every  year  more  exten¬ 
sive,  and  the  institution  more  flourishing,  till  the  event  of  the 
revolutionary  war. 

In  1776  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  people  of  New 
Jersey  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  He  continued 
a  member  of  that  illustrious  body  for  seven  years,  during 
which,  his  name,  as  President  of  the  College,  continued  to 
give  celebrity  to  the  character  of  the  institution.  As  a  politi¬ 
cian  he  is  well  known  and  his  judgment  highly  commended. 
The  decision,  simplicity,  and  systematic  manner,  which  cha¬ 
racterised  him  in  his  accustomed  walk  of  life,  accompanied 
him  to  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Here  his  political  know¬ 
ledge  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  men  and  things,  gave 
a  high  .value  to  his  opinions.  His  ready  and  powerful  talents, 
as  a  writer,  enabled  him  to  correct  the  biased  judgment  of  op¬ 
posing.  party,  and  to  excite  the  exertions  of  many,  who, 
through  interest  or  discouragement,  had  abandoned  the  com¬ 
mon  cause.  Neither,  during  this  anxious  period,  did  he  suffer 
himself  to  forget  the  great  object  of  his  profession.  .  He  omit¬ 
ted  no  opportunity  of  preaching  the  word  of  God  and  of  dis¬ 
charging  other  ministerial  offices. 

At  the  close  of  the  national  struggle,  the  Doctor  had  a  wish 
^retire  from  Congress  and  the  public  duties  of  the  CoUegCf 
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and  to  spend  the  few  remaining  years  of  his  life  in  domestic 
retirement.  He  was  afterwards,  however,  induced  to  make 
a  voyage  to  Europe  to  promote  the  interest  of  his  favorite 
institution  :  but  on  his  return,  finding  his  attention  less  neces¬ 
sary  than  formerly,  and  his  years  and  health  not  enabling  him 
to  support  the  burden  of  College  duties,  he  visited  it  but  occa¬ 
sionally. 

Doctor  Witherspoon  had  now  educated  five  hundred  and 
twenty  three  young  men,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  of  whom 
were  afterwards  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  He  had  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  see  many  of  his  former  pupils  filling  the  first  offices  of 
trust  under  the  Government.  And  on  returning  one  day  fron;i 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  then  sittings 
in  this  City,  he  remarked  to  his  particular  friend  <<  I  cannotf 
my  dear  sir,  express  the  satisfaction  1  feel,  when  I  observe  that  ft 
.majority  of  our  General  Assembly  were  once  roy  own  pupils.” 

For  more  than  two  years  before  his  death  he  was  afSlcte^ 
with  blindness.  But  while  blind  he  was  often  led  to  the  pulpit 
and  always  displayed  his  usual  strength  of  mind,  and  some¬ 
times  an  uncommon  fervor.  This  bodily  affliction,  however, 
weakened  his  system  and  hurried  on  other  complaints.  But 
under  his  sufferings  he  seemed  never  impatient  and  was  evea 
sometimes  cheerful.  He  cpntinued  in  this  state  till  overcome 
with  accumulated  infirmities,  he  died  on  the  isthday  of  No¬ 
vember  1794,  in  the  73rd  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  buried  in  the  public  burying  ground  in  Prind^on, 
where  a  handsome  monument  is  erected  to  hit  memory,  with  a 
latin  inscription  detailing  many  of  the  leading  events  in  hit 
life. 


■  H 
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The  plan  and  admirable  address  of  the  “  bible  soci-* 

KTY,**  TO  WHICH  A  PART  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  EXTRACT 
REEFRS,  HAVE  LATELY  COME  TO  HAND;  FROM  WHICH  WE 
HAVE  EXTRACTED  SOME  REMARKS  THAT  WILL  FOLLOW  IN 
THEIR  PROPER  PLACE, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  frojn  London^  dated  jiugiint  27,  1804. 

The  Missionary  Seminary  at  Berlin  I  understand  is  a 
very  valuable  institution  and  likely  to  be  productive  of  much 
good.  Five  young  men  educated  there  have  lately  sailed,  or 
arc  now  about  sailing,  from  Bremen  for  Charlestown,  with 
missionary  views  towards  the  Indian  nations:  they  have  gone 
to  that  port  in  consequence  of  a  free  passage  being  offered 
them  by  the  owner  of  the  ship;  and  their  place  is  to  be  ma¬ 
tured  after  arriving  in  the  United  States.  I  mention  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  from  a  persuasion  that  you  will  have  pleasure  in 
communicating  advice  or  information  to  them,  should  a  proper 
opportunity  offer  through  any  connexion  of  your  society  that 
may  reside  in  Charlestown. 

A  society  has  been  lately  formed  in  this  metropolis,  of 
Christians  of  various  denominations,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  promoting  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures  at  home  and 
abroad :  it  is  countenanced  and  supported  by  many  characters 
of  eminence  and  influence,  and  sanguine  expectations  are 
formed  of  its  being  rendered  extensively  serviceable  to  the 
cau«e  of  religion.  An  offer  of  assistance  has  been  made  from 
the  friends  of  the  society  for  the  establishment  of  a  similar 
society  in  Germany,  which  has  been  cordially  accepted,  and 
it  is  ardently  hoped  that  the  flame  will  spread  in  many  direc¬ 
tions.  The  plan  and  address  published  previously,  and  on  the 
occasion,  have  been  just  put  into  my  hands,  and  I  send  them 
to  you  with  pleasure; — it  may  be  the  means  of  giving  rise  to 
an  institution  somewhat  similar  in  your  quarter,  through  the 
different  situations  of  the  labouring  class  of  the  community  in 
in  Europe  and  America  renders  it  likely  to  be  more  exten¬ 
sively  beneficial  here.*' 

I 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  member  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  to 
a  minister  of  the  gos/iely  in  Philadelphia :  dated  August  Sth^ 
1804. 

w  You  may  recollect  that  in  the  last  General  Assembly  I  gave 
you  some  account  of  an  Indian  named  Barnet,  who  brought 
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In  his  little  son  and  left  him  to  the  care  of  our  Presbytery  to 
be  instructed  and  prepared  for  use^lness  to  his  Nation. 

This  Barnet  having  spent  a  few  days  with  us,  and  had  an 
opportunity  to  attend  with  us  several  times,  both  in  public  and 
private  worship,  and  had  considerable  conversation  with  the 
ministers  and  other  Christians,  being  about  to  go  away,  was 
asked  if  he  did  not  feel  troubled  to  leave  his  little  boy  at  such 
a  distance  amongst  strangers.  He  replied  not  half  so  much 
as  he  was  troubled  about  his  poor  tribe  of  people  who  were 
destitute  of  the  light  of  the  Gospel  and  the  precious  privilege 
we  enjoyed  in  this  country. — This  he  has  evidenced  since  his 
return  home,  by  his  exertion  amongst  them,  as  you  will 
see  from  the  following  extracts  I  give  you  of  a  letter  1  received 
from  him,  written  for  him,  I  think,  by  a  George  Fulks,  who 
lives  on  Beaver  in  my  brothers  Congregation.  He  has  been  for 
a  considerable  time  a  trader  amongst  the  Indians  at  Sandu- 
kie,  and  understands  their  language.  Barnet  states  in  the  letter 
that  when  the  Indians  were  collected  at  the  Lower  Town, 
he  addressed  them  as  follows,  “  God  has  sent  me  here  this 
day  to  speak  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  Nobody  knows 
but  God,  what  1  felt  last  tuesday  night.  1  prayed  to  God  to 
instruct  me  what  1  should  do,  as  I  could  not  rest  in  my  heart 
till  I  spoke  to  my  friends  of  the  Upper  Town ;  and  I  told  all 
the  people  in  the  Lower  Town  that  God  urged  me  to  go  and 
speak  to  the  people  of  the  Upper  Town.  Then  some  of  the 
Chiefs  rose  and  said  that  it  was  right,  and  that  they  would  go 
round  and  see  what  wampum  could  be  raised  to  strengthen 
his  speech  and  the  good  work  of  the  Great  Spirit.**  They,  or 
the  greater  part  of  them,  gave  wampum  to  support  the  caus?. 
Then  Barnet  and  the  little  Cornstalk  rose  and  went  up  and 
made  known  their  errand,  for  which  a  nunaber  of  the  people 
at  the  Upper  Town,  came  forward  and  gave  wampum  to  supn 
port  the  cause.  My  dear  friends  and  Ministers  of  God,  I  hope 
you  will  remember  me  to  my  dear  little  son  whom  I  have  left 
with  you.  I  hope  God  will  protect  you  and  him.  Dear  brothers 
the  ministers  of  God,  you  must  pray  for  me  and  my  people. 
My  heart  is  full  and  my  eyes  arc  steady  sheding  tears,  that  I 
cannot  say  in  my  letter  come.  But  I  should  still  pray  to  God 
to  send  you  as  soon  as  he  thinks  best,  yet  I  shall -look  for  you 
in  thirty  days  ;  and  if  not  then,  I  hope  God  has  set  a  day  when 
you  and  I  may  meet  and  shake  hands  together.  As  it  seems 
to  me,  that  if  God  will  only  remember  us,  and  the  ministers  of 
God,  who  take  care  of  the  good  work,  will  pray  for  utf  that  I 


fterer  will)  never  wilt  forget  them.  I  know  I  am  a  sinner  and 
have  a  wicked  hearty  yet  I  hope  God  will  save  my  soul*” 


June^  l8tb*  1804* 

Here  Barnet  signed  his  name  by  a  mark* 

N.  On  Sabbath  last  I  was  called  by  the  Chiefs  to  come 
and  hear  them,  accordingly  I  did,  when  they  all  that  were  at 
that  town,  were  collected  together  for  society  at  the  house  of 
the  Chiefs  Long-house,  one  of  the  young  men  rose  and 
.  spoke,  and  1  think  continued  his  discourse  one  hour  and  an 
half,  and  then  told  them  to  kneel  down  and  pray  to  God  to 
save  their  souls. 

Signed  by  George  Fulk. 

He  also  mentioned  that  the  quantity  of  wampum  collected 
was  three  feet  long  and  as  thick  as  a  mans  arm*  I  expect 
that  one  of  our  ministers,  Mr.  Scott,  is  this  week  going  to 
Sanduskie,  and  we  are  encouraged  to  expect  some  more  young 
Indians  will  come  in  with  him.  At  the  meeting  of  our  Synod 
1  expect  that  something  further  will  be  done  for  this  needy 
people,  who  ?.ppear  to  be  by  God  excited  to  so  much  anxiety 
and  concern  about  their  best  interest. 


Fxtraci  of  a  Letter  from  J^Tew^Hartford  f  State  of  j\ew~York  J 

dated  October  20lA,  1 804. 

“  I  attended  Synod  which  met  at  Troy  the  week  before  last. 
.There  was  a  very  full  meeting.  From  the  conversation  on  the 
state  of  religion  in  the  bounds  of  the  Synod,  the  aspect  of  it  is 
still  more  encouraging  than  last  year*  A  revival  of  religion 
has  taken  place  in  the  Congregation  at  Sherburne,  under  the  * 
care  of  Mr.  Joshua  Knight,  a  minister  of  our  Presbytery, 
whom  we  ordained  and  installed  in  March  last ;  he  has  had 
forty  eight  communicants  added  to  his  church.  Three  chiL 
dren  of  the  same  parents,  but  in  different  families,  were 
brought  under  conviction  at  the  same  time.  The  attention  to 
religion  appeared  first  among  the  young.” 


ON  CERTAIN  OBJECTIONS  AGAINST  THE  BIBLE* 


In  accounting  for  the  origin  of  evil,  in  attempting  to  explain 
the  doctrine  of  original  sin,  of  divine  providence,  of  the  free¬ 
dom  of  moral,  action, — in  discussing  these  and  some  other 
topics  contained,  or  treated  of,  in  the  bible,  difficulties  of  no 
small  magnitude  occur.  But  it  ought  to  be  carefully  consider¬ 
ed  and  kept  in  mind,  that,  properly  speaking,  thcBc  are  not  MbU 
difficulties,.  If  the  bible  were  wholly  set  aside,  these  same 
difficulties  would,  in  all  their  force,  meet  the  mind.  It  is  a 
fact  that  evil  is  in  the  world:  It  is  a  fact  that  we  inherit  evili 
from  our  parents  :  It  is  a  fact,  admitted  by  all  except  Atheists, 
that  God  governs  the  world :  It  is  a  fact  on  which  all  social 
intercourse  among  mankind  depends,  that  man  is  a  free  or 
moral  agent,  accountable  for  all  his  voluntary  actions — These 
are  stubborn  undeniable  facts,  without  the  bible.  It  is  not 
from  the  bible  that  we  first  learn  them — They  are  not  some¬ 
thing  which  the  bible  first  of  all  reveals,  or  brings  to  our  know¬ 
ledge  and  which  we  should  not  otherwise  be  required  to  believe* 
Had  the  bible  never  existed  we  must  both  have  wfwown  and 
lirvcd  them, — What,  then,  is  the  just  statement  in  regard  to 
this  subject  ?  Simply  this — The  account  which  the  bible  gives 
of  these  facts,  and  the  firinci/iles  which  it  teaches  in  regard  to 
them,  the  friends  of  the  bible  are  concerned  .to  vindicate— 
Nothing  more  is  incumbent  on  them.  As  the  facte  are  not  to 
be  denied,  it  remains  with  those  who  contradict  or  ridicule 
what  the  bible  teaches,  to  teach  something  better,  something 
more  reasonable,  more  credible,  and  easier  to  be  received* 
Let  them  be  put  to  do  this,— They  are  in  reason  bound  to  do 
it— The  facts  are  to  be  disposed  of  by  them,  as  well  as  by  the 
friends  of  the  revelation.  They  find  fault  with  the  way  in 
which  revelation  disposes  of  the  facts — Let  them  then  point 
out  a  better.  Let  them  take  the  wide  field  of  conjecture  and 
employ  in  the  service  all  the  powers  of  imagination.  When 
they  have  done  their  best,  let  their  account  of  these  things  be 
compared  with  that  which  the  bible  gives  of  them.  All  expe¬ 
rience  hitherto  has  demonstrated  that  whatever  real  difficultici 
there  may  be  in  what  the  sacred  scriptures  teach  relative  to 
the  abstruse  points,  they  are  infinitely  less  than  those  which 
offer  when  the  wit  or  wisdom  of  man  becomes  the  teacher— i* 
What  the  bible  teaches  us  credible — What  men  has  ever  yet 
taught,  contrary  to  it,  is  absolutely  incredible,  absurd  and 
ridiculous.  Consider  the  doctrines  of  the  Magi  and  the  Gnot- 
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lies  about  the  origin  of  evil :  recollect  of  the  ancient 

Stoicks,  and  the  predestination  of  the  modern  Turks,  and  you 
have  a  fair  specimen  of  what  men  do  in  solving  these  difficul¬ 
ties,  when  they  depart  from  the  scripture.  It  is  among  these 
men,  not  guided  by  scripture,  that  you  find  sentiments  on  the 
points  in  question,  so  monstrous  as  to  shock  all  reason  and 
common  sense.  Among  Christians,  at  least  in  practice,  you 
do  not  find  them.  On  the  whole,  the  friends  of  revelation 
should  always  consider  what  are  properly  the  difficulties  of 
the  sacred  scriptures,  and  what  are  not,  and  when  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  bible  object  against  the  statements  it  gives,  rela¬ 
tive  to  certain  doctrines  of  natural  religion,  let  them  be  required 
to  give  better  and  more  consistent  statements  of  their  own* 
And  it  will  deeply  concern  those  who  are  thinking  of  erter- 
ing  the  school  of  infidelity,  to  consider  seriously  whether,  if 
they  reject  the  scriptures  altogether,  they  will  get  rid  of  any 
of  their  sjieculative  difficulties.  They  may  be  assured  that  they 
will  retain  them  all,  and  add  unspeakably  to  the  number, 
whenever  they  give  up  their  bibles.  Whatever  is  useful  in 
practice,  the  word  of  God  plainly  teaches. — It  does  not  profess 
to  explain  things  which  perhaps  our  faculties  in  this  world  do 
not  permit  us  fully  to  comprehend* 


ON  SANCTIFICATION. 

Real  Christians  have  often  very  inadequate  conceptions  of 
the  gospel  plan  of  sanctification,  and  suffer  much  from  this 
cause.  They  know  that  the  people  of  God  will  ever  desire  a 
deliverance  from  sin,  and  will  gradually  be  obtaining  a  victory 
over  it.  But  finding  that  their  own  corruptions  are  very  strong 
and  active,  they  are  frequently  sunk  into  great  dijection,  and 
are  ready  to  conclude  that  their  state  is  graceless  ;  and  in 
consequence  of  this  they  have  no  heart  to  come  to  Christ  to 
accept  the  benefits  which  he  has  procured  for  his  people,  and 
v.’hich  he  offers  and  promises  to  them.  Now,  though  we  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  that  we  do  not  build  up  ourselves  or  others 
on  unfounded  hopes  and  unwarranted  comforts,  yet  let  the 
following  remarks  on  this  subject  be  well  considered. 

1.  It  is  not  certain  that  no  progress  is  made  in  sanctifica¬ 
tion,  or  that  corruption  is  unusually  prevalent,  because  it  is 
most  sensibly  perceived.  Sin  has  a  blinding  influence  on  the 
*  soul,  and  it  often  actually  prevails  the  most  when  it  is  the 
least  discovered  and  felt.  David  for  some  time  after  the  com* 


mission  of  his  great  sin  seems  to  have  been  wonderfully  insett-* 
sible.  It  is  one  of  the  certain  and  invariable  effects  of  sancti¬ 
fication  to  make  the  subject  of  it  peculiarly  sensible  of  sin  and 
desirous  of  deliverance  from  it*  Sensibility  to  sinj  then»  is 
no  evidence  that  the  woik  of  sanctification  is  not  progressive. 

3.  There  is  much  self-righteousness  in  our  refusing  to 
come  freely  to  Christ,  because  we  see  ourselves  to  be  guilty 
and  vile  in  the  extreme,  long  and  deeply  polluted  by  in*dwel- 
ling  corruption.  What  is  this  but  making  our  sanctification, 
or  comparative  holiness,  a  preparation  or  qualification  that 
may  recommend  us  to  the  Saviour*s  favorable  notice  ?  What 
is  it  but  attempting  to  make  our  pardon  depend,  in  part  at 
least,  on  our  own  worth,  or  personal  excellence  ;  on 
thing  good  in  ourselves,  and  not  entirely  and  without  reserve 
on  the  righteousness  of  Christ  ?  But  the  fact  is  that  our  sane* 
tification  can  never  be,  in  any  degree,  the  meritorious  or  pro¬ 
curing  caube  of  our  acceptance  with  God.  It  never  was  so  to 
the  greatest  saint  that  ever  existed  ;  and  all  expectations  or 
imaginations  of  the  kind  are  so  far  from  being  just  or  com¬ 
mendable,  that  they  are  extremely  criminal,  as  derogatory  to 
the  free  grace  of  God.  They  are  not  to  be  cherished,  but 
immediately  to  be  relinquished  and  abhorred.  Hence, 

3.  Whatever  be  our  unworthiness,  pollution  and  kll-desert, 
we  are  not  only  permitted,  but  commanded,  noiv  and  an  we  are^ 
to  come  to  Christ  for  a  complete  pardon,  and  an  effectual  de¬ 
liverance  from  sin.  This  is  our  immediate  and  indispensable 
duty,  however  great  may  have  been  our  past  vileness.  To 
empty  us  completely  of  ourselves,  to  strip  us  entirely  of  self- 
righteousness  and  reliance,  and  to  bring  us  to  rest  and  trust 
simply  and  wholly  on  Christ  Jesus  for  justification  and  accept¬ 
ance  with  God,  may  be,  and  often  is,  the  design  of  our  hea¬ 
venly  Father  in  making  his  people  to  know  so  much  of  the 
plague  of  their  own  hearts.  And  it  is  by  bringing  them  most 
sensibly  and  affectionately  to  the  Redeemer,  as  their  all  in  all, 
that  the  work  of  sanctification  is  also  most  effectually  advan- 
vancedj  for  one  appropriating  act  of  faith,  one  real  taste  of 
the  pardoning  mercy  and  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  will  mora 
powerfully  break  and  dissolve  the  heart  in  penitence  for  sin, 
raise  a  stronger  hatred  of  it,  create  a  greater  desire  of  deliver¬ 
ance  from  it,  and  prompt  to  a  more  vigilant,  vigorous,  and 
effectual  contest  with  it,  than  all  legal  fears,  legal  hopes,  and 
self-righteous  endeavours — This  is  Christian  experience  :  This 
is  the  gospel  mystery  of  sanctification.  “  For  the  love  of 
Christ  constraineth  us ;  because  we  thus  judge,  that  if  on« 
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died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  ;  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that 
they  which  live  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themsclven 
but  unto  him  which  died  for  them  and  rose  again,” 


Mr.  Editor. 

As  I  understand  from  the  Prospectus  to  the  Assembly's  Magazine 
that  it  is  to  contain  some  extracts  from  other  works^  I  send  you 
one  from  ‘  Master  Richard  Hooker's  learned  sermon  of  justifi*^ 
cation,'  He  is  so  old  a  •ivriter  that  to  many  he  •will  be  new. 
And  as  he  is  often  refered  to,  and  very  justly,  as  ‘  7^he  learn* 
ed,  pious  and  judicious  Hooker,'  by  those  who  are  not  them* 
selves  friends  to  the  doctrines  of  grace,  it  may  be  useful  to  exhi^ 
bit  the  sentiments  of  this  truly  great  man  in  regard  to  some  of 
these  doctrines.  If  you  approve  of  this  extract,  perhaps  I  may 
send  you  some  others,  G. 

‘I  cannot  stand  now  to  unrip  this  building,  and  to  sift  it 
piece  by  piece  ;  onely  I  will  passe  by  it  in  few  words,  that 
that  may  befall  Babylon  in  the  presence  of  that  which  God 
hath  builded,  as  hapned  unto  Dagon  before  the  Ark,* 

Doubtless,  saith  the  Apostle,  I  have  counted  all  things  loss, 
and  judge  them  to  be  dung,  that  I  may  win  Christ ;  and  to  be 
found  in  him,  not  having  my  Q*wn  righteousness,  but  that  which 
is  through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the'  righteousness  which  is  of  God 
through  faith.  Whether  they  speak  of  the  first  or  second  Justi^ 
fication,  they  make  it  the  essence  of  a  divine  quality  inherent, 
they  make  it  righteousness  w  hich  is  in  us.  If  it  be  in  us,, 
then  it  is  ours,  as  our  souls  are  ours  though  we  have  them 
from  God,  and  can  hold  them  no  longer  than  pleaseth  him  ; 
for  if  be  withdraw  the  breath  of  our  nostrils,  we  fall  to  dust : 
but  the  righteousness  wherein 'we  must  be  found,  if  we  will  be 
justified,  is  not  our  own  ;  therefore  we  cannot  be  justified  by 
any  inherent  quality.  Christ  hath  merited  righteousness  for 
as  many  as  are  found  in  him.  In  him  God  findeth  us,  if  we 
be  faithful,  for  by  faith  we  are  incorporated  into  Christ.  Then 
although  in  ourselves  w'e  be  altogether  sinful  and  unrighteous, 
yet  even  the  man  w  hich  is  impious  in  himself,  full  of  iniquity, 
full  of  sin  ;  him  being  found  in  Christ  through  faith,  and 
having  his  sinne  remitted  through  repentance  ;  him  God  up- 
holdeih  w'ith  a  gracious  eye,  putteth  away  his  sinne  by  not 
•  imputing  it,  taketh  quite  away  the  punishment  due  thereunto 
by  pardoning  it,  and  accepteth  him  in  Jesus  Christ,  as  perfectly 
vighUous,  as  if  he  had  fulfilled  all  that  was  commanded  him 


In  the  law:  shall  I  say  more  perfectly  righteous  than  if  him¬ 
self  had  fulfilled  the  law.  I  must  take  heed  what  I  say  :  but 
the  Apostle  saith,  God  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no 
sin  :  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  cf  God  in  him* 
Such  we  are  in  the  sight  of  God  the  Father,  as  is  the  very  Son 
of  God  himself.  Let  it  be  counted  folly  or  frenzle,  or  fury, 
whatsoever  ',  it  is  our  comfort,  and  our  wisdom  ;  we  care  for 
no  knowlegde  in  the  world  but  this,  that  man  hath  binned, 
and  God  hath  suffered  ;  That  God  hath  made  himself  the  son 
of  man,  and  that  men  are  made  the  righteousnesse  of  God, 
You  sec  therefore  that  the  church  of  Rome^  in  teaching  justifi¬ 
cation  by  inherent  grace,  doth  pervert  the  truth  of  Christ, 
and  that  by  the  hands  of  the  Apostles  we  have  received  other¬ 
wise  than  she  teacheth.  Now  concerning  the  righteousness 
of  sanctification,  we  deny  it  not  to  be  inherent ;  we  grant,  that 
unless  we  work,  we  have  it  not :  onely  we  distinguish  it  as  a 
thing  different  in  the  nature  from  the  righteousness  of  justifi¬ 
cation  ;  we  are  righteous  the  one  way,  by  the  faith  of  Abraham; 
the  other  way,  except  we  do  the  works  of  Abraham^  we  arc 
not  righteous.  Of  the  one  St.  Paul^  to  him  that  worketh  not^ 
but  beiievethj  faith  is  counted  for  righteousness.  Of  the  other, 
St.  Johuy  qui  facit  justitiam^  Justus  est;  He  is  righteous  which 
worketh  righteousnesse.  Of  the  one  St.  Paul  doth  prove  by 
Abraham's  example,  that  we  have  it  of  faith  without  works, 
Of  the  other,  St.  James  by  Abraham's  example,  that  by  works 
we  have  it,  and  not  only  by  faith.  St.  Paul  doth  plainly  sever 
these  two  parts  of  Christian  righteousness  one  from  the  other. 
For  in  the  sixth  to  the  Romans  thus  he  writeth,  being  freed 
fromsin^  and  made  servants  to  Goc/,  ye  have  your  fruit  in  holi- 
nesse^  and  the  end  everlasting  life.  Ye  are  made  free  from  a/fz, 
and  made  servants  unto  God  ;  this  is  the  righteousness  of  justi* 
fcation:  ye  have  your  fruit  in  holiness  ;  this  is  the  righteous¬ 
ness  of  sanctification.  By  the  one,  we  are  intcressed  in  the 
right  of  inheriting  ;  by  the  other  we  are  brought  to  the  actual 

possession  of  eternal  bliss,  and  so  the  end  of  both  is  everlast¬ 
ing  life. 
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Accounts  from  the  Missionaries  in  India  are  just  received^  from 
rvhich  7ve  extract  the  folloroing  refiort  of 

THE  MISSIONARIES  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 


Seramporej  Jan,  29,  J803. 

Dear  Brethren^ 

Amidst  all  your  and  our  anxieties  for  fhe  cause  of  Jesus 
in  this  country,  (t»^oi»gh  ^rhaps  neither  yoi»r  pii»n»  aiid  expec¬ 
tations  nor  ours  have  been  realized  in  the  way  we  imagined)  we 
see  more  and  more  that  God  is  leading  us  in  the  right  way  ; 
and  we  are  not  permitted  to  doubt  that  he  is  gradually  laying 
the  foundation  of  a  temple  in  India,  in  which  ten  thousand 
thousand  voices  shall  be  heard,  saying.  Blessings  and  honouvy 
and  gloryy  and  power  be  unto  Him  who  sitteih  upon  the  throne^ 
and  to  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever  ! 

We  will  just  review  a  few  of  the  principal  circumstances 
in  our  affairs,  by  which  you  will  know  a  little  of  the  travail  and 
joy  of  our  souls. 

THE  SCRIPTURES.  / 

Besides  the  New-Testament,  and  the  first  volume  of  the 
Old,  the  Psalms  are  finished,  and  part  of  Isaiah.  We  have 
reason  to  hope  that  the  scriptures  are  a  good  deal  read  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  and  that  their  value  is  more  and  more  appre¬ 
ciated.  We  continue  to  distribute  a  number  of  Bengalee 
tracts,  and  have  also  been  distributing  one  or  two  in  English, 
which  we  hope  will  not  be  in  vain.  Our  fount  of  Nagarec 
types,  which  will  enable  us  to  print  in  the  Shanscrit,  but  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  Hindostannee  language,  is  nearly  compleated  : 
more  than  four  hundred  letters  are  cut  and  cast,  and  they  will 
cost  us  a  good  sum.  We  have  printed  several  wprks  in  Ben¬ 
galee  for  the  College,  which  may  be  very  useful  in  acquiring 

the  language  and  manners  of  the  country. 

*  •  /  *  , 

NATIVE  BRETHREN  AND  SISTERS. 

t*  Petumber  Singho  is  gone  to  Sooksaugur,  a  pretty  large 
place  in  a  very  populous  neighbourhood,  about  twenty  miles 
distant.  He  is  building  a  small  house,  in  order  to  attempt 
to  raise  an  interest  there  ;  and  has  apparently  been  useful  to 
one  man,  who  has  been  here  tor  baptism.  Petumber  in  his 
late  visit  to  us,  after  having  been  about  a  month  at  Sooksau* 
|;ur,  appeared  to  have  grown  much  in  scriptural  knowledge 
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and  singleness  of  heart.  The  treasure  which  is  in  the  bible  he 
seems  to  have  apprehended;  and  says,  wherever  he  opens  this 
book,'  he  finds  something  to  do  him  good. 

Kristno  says,  he  longs  with  his  whole  soul  to  communicate 
the  gospel  to  his  countrymen.  The  members  of  his  family 
also  appear  lively.  Ra'soo  lately  said,  after  a  relation  had 
been  repeating  a  long  tale  of  the  mahabaret,  ‘  Ah,  one  line  of 
the  bible,  containing  the  news  of  pardon,  is  infinitely  better 
than  all  that!’ 

Broofiodee  seems  to  maintain  a  considerable  attachment  to 
the  gospel.  Her  husband,  Petumber,  jun.  who  is  suspended 
from  our  communion,  has  lately  returned  to  us,  and  confesses 
his  sin,  praying  to  be  restored. 

Unha  appears  to  walk  circumspectly. 

Kcmolf  since  the  exclusion  of  her  husband  Gokoly  has  either 
voluntarily  or  by  constraint  absented  herself  from  the  means 
of  grace.  However,  Gokol  has  for  some  time  expressed 
much  repentance  for  his  sins,  and  there  are  hopes  of  his  being 
restored.  Kemol  since  then  has  attended  upon  the  gospel. 

Peroo  and  Bharuty  though  they  appear  to  preserve  their 
faith  in  Christ,  yet  we  fear  they  are  not  so  anxious  as  they 
should  be  about  the  means.  Peroo  says  he  is  obliged  to  be 
much  from  home  :  and  Bharut,  being  cook  to  some  European, 
cannot  have  many  opportunities  of  attending  on  public  ordi¬ 
nances. 

KrUinq .  Preaaudy  a  young  brahman  about  nineteen,  was 
baptised  on  Saturday  last.  The  word  of  Christ’s  death  seems 
to  have  gone  into  his  heart,  and  he  continues  to  receive  the 
word  with  meekness.  He  gave  up  his  friends  and  his  cast 
with  much  fortitude,  and  is  the  first  brahman  who  has  been 
baptised.  His  family  live  at  DayhottOy  where  brother  Carey 
set  his  foot  on  shore,  and  was  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Short. 

Boodheeaay  a  larce  or  byraggee,  from  Borobazar,  about 
eight  days  journey  from  Serampore,  was  also  baptized  on 
Saturday  last.  Seeing  one  of  our  small  tracts  in  his  own 
country,  he  was  induced  to  come  hither  and  enquire.  He 
belongs  to  a  body  of  people  who  have  given  up  the  world,  as 
they  say,  in  search  of  the  true  God  ;  having  despaired  of  find¬ 
ing  the  way  of  life  among  Hindoos  or  Mussulmans.  He  seems 
to  have  received  much  joy  in  the  news  of  Christ’s  death  ;  and 
in  the  most  pressing  manner  solicited  for  baptism,  that  be 
might  go  and  make  known  the  news  in  his  own  country.  He 
was  born  a  Mussulman,  and  is  near  forty  years  of  age. 


EN^IRERS. 


Of  these,  Byhonta  Monoo^  and  some  others,  are  gone  from 
tis  without  being  admitted  to  baptism*  One  or  two  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  influenced  by  worldly  motives,  v%e  did  not  cncou«» 
rage  to  stay  at  all.  Komal^  the  bfMiman,  w'ho  has  been  our 
Bengalee  schoolmaster  since  Petumber  went  to  Sooksaugur, 
has  excited  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  the  gospel  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  though  he  is  not  yet  baptised.  He  professes  to  be 
very  anxious  that  people  may  not  imagine  he  becomes  a 
Christian  from  worldly  interest :  he  therefore  tells  them  tha4 
he  is  about  to  become  a  Christian  from  conviction,  and  invites 
all  the  wise  men  among  the  idolaters  to*  shew  him  whether 
they  can  find  any  way  of  salvation  among  the  Hindoos.  We 
dare  not  be  confident  about  Komal ;  but  "we  cannot  help  indulg¬ 
ing  a  hope  that  he,  is  truly  in  earnest. 

OPENINGS  FOR  THE  GOSPEL. 

God  has  heard  our  prayers,  and  has  given  us  an  entrance 
into  Calcutta.  We  have  taken  a  house  there,  and  brother  Ca¬ 
rey  and  Marshman  opened  it  on  Lord’s  day  last.  Theexpcnce 
of  rent  only,  is  near  one  hundred  rupees  a  month  :  fitting  up 
will  amount  to  about, two  hundred* rupees  more.  If  we  should 
not  gather  a  congregation  of  Europeans,  yet  it  opens  a  door 
to  the  natives  ;  and  w^e  enter  at  once  into  the  midst  of  near  a 
million  of  souls,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach.— 
We  cannot  help  indulging  some  expectation  of  usefulness  at 
Sook9augur^  through  the  labours  of  our  dear  brother  Fetum- 
ber. — Kristno  and  Boodheesa  set  out  this  morning  on  a  jour¬ 
ney,  which  w'c  hope  will  not  be  in  vain.  Boodheesa  talks  of 
many  thousands  of  people  being  prepared  to  hear  the  gospel 
in  h^s  country,  whither  they  now  arc  gone  ;  and*  seems  to 
anticipate  the  idea  with  much  enthusiasm  of  a  church  being 
planted,  and  worship  being  carried  on  there. 

BENGALEE  SCHOOL* 

'  We  have  just  finished  a  very  good  brick  school-house, 
which  the  benevolence  of  the  public  here  has  enabled  us  to 
erect,  with  a  house  also  for  the. teacher.  Nearly  thirty  Ben¬ 
galese  and  Portuguese  are  here  taught  the  Bengalee  and  Eng¬ 
lish  language. 

Our  means  of  support  have  hitherto  kept  pace  with  our 
wants,  which  for  ourselves  are  not  very  great }  but  for  the 
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printing  of  the  scriptures,  the  establishment  of  the  school,  and 
for  the  formation  of  the  whole  settlement,  have  been  very 
considerable.  As  the  cause  begins  to  extend,  another  source 
ef  expence  is  arising.  Petumber  at  Sooksaugur  receives  a 
small  stipend  as  a  native  missionary.  Kristno’s  family  also, 
during  his  journey,  must  be  assisted.  The  attempt  at  Calcutta 
is  at  present  expensive,  though  God  may  raise  us  up  friends 
there  who  will  not  let  the  whole  fall  on  the  mission  eventually- 
Our  English  school  has  gradually  cncreased,  till  at  length  we 
have  thirty-two  boarders. 

We  have  been  blessed  with  uninterrupted  health,  uninter¬ 
rupted  love,  and  uninterrupted  supplies  of  every  earthly  com¬ 
fort.  We  have  very  much  wanted  the  help  of  one  or  two 
more  brethren  ;  but  on  Thursday  our  brother  and  sister  Cham¬ 
berlain  arrived  to  our  great  joy,  and  we  desire  to  be  thankful 
for  this  addition  to  our  number.  May  God  also  give  us  native 
brethren  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  plentifully  pour  out  the 
same  on  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal ! 

Finally,  dear  brethren,  we  assure  you  that  our  residence  in 
this  idolatrous  nation,  has  served  to  heighten  exceedingly  our 
regard  for  the  word  of  God.  Oh,  how  applicable  to  our  cir¬ 
cumstances,  on  many  occasions,  are  the  instructions  of  our 
Saviour,  and  the  epistles  of  the  apostles  to  the  churches  just 
gathered  from  the  heathen  !  How  glorious  is  the  example  of 
Christ,  when  opposed  to  the  conduct  of  Hindoo  saviours  !  How 
sublime  are  the  doctrines,  how  pure  the  morality  of  tiie  gospel, 
when  contrasted  with  the  doctrines  and  holiness  contained  in 
the  writings  and  exhibited  in  the  lives  of  the  purest  Hindoos  ! 
And  above  all,  how  infinitely  worthy  of  God  does  the  plan  of 
redemption  appear,  when  we  compare  it  with  the  devices  of 
the  heathen  I  Thcrejorcy  seeing  ive  have  this  ministry^  as  we 
have  received  mercy ^  we  faint  not.  The  doctrine  of  Christ 
crucified  is  that  which  in  almost  every  instance  has  fixed  the 
attention  of  those  who  have  been  gathered  here.  It  is  appealed 
to  by  our  native  friends  on  all  occasions,  as  that  which  in  itself 
alone  is  suflicient  to  demonstrate  that  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.  United  in  these  glorious  truths,  and  in  this  bles¬ 
sed  work  on  earth,  oh,  that  we  may  at  length  meet  you  in  the 
worlds  of  light — you  with  many,  many  English;  and  we  with 

many,  many  Hindoos  and  Mussulmans,  redeemed  by  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb  1 — Farewell. 

W.  Carey, 

I  VV.  Ward, 

I  J.  Marshman, 

I  J.  Chamberlaim, 


Mxtract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr%  Carey  to  l)r»  Rylandj  dateJj 

Calcutta^  February  9thy  1803. 

I  have  been  much  troubled  with  a  violent  cough  through¬ 
out  the  greatest  part  of  this  cold  season,  and  it  is  now  very 
bad,  attended  with  a  troublesome  Spasmodic  affection  of  the, 
breast.  1  hope  the  warm  season  will  remove  it,  though  I  fully 
expect  it  to  return  at  intervals  as  long  as  1  live.  That  excepted, 
1  have  good  health ;  and  all  our  family  are  also  well.  The 
past  year,  and  the  beginning  of  the  present,  have  been  loaded 
with  blessings  to  us,  though  attended  with  some  difficulties. 
Particulars  you  will  learn  from  the  general  letter. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  I  went  a  fortnight  into  the  east 
country,  intending  to  have  paid  a  visit  to  the  people  at  Ponche- 
talokphool,  and  Juggerdundakatty  ;  but  was  not  able  to  reach 
cither  of  these  places.  HcwCver,  I  had  many  opportunities 
of  publishing  the  word,  and  distributing  pamphlets  as  I  went 
along.  I  found  the  people  every  where  acquainted  with  our 
names,  residence,  designs,  and  books.  Some  opposed ;  but 
many  heard  attentively. 

Last  week  a  letter  was  received  from  some  natives  at  Chin- 
surah,  a  Dutch  settlement,  inviting  us  to  go  and  explain  the 
way  of  life  to  them.  Accordingly,  brother  Ward  and  myself 
went  over  on  Saturday,  and  took  with  us  the  newl^  baptised 
brahman,  Kristno  Prisaud.  We  found  them  to  be  people  of 
some  respectability  in  the  world.  They  are  bitter  enemies  to 
brahmanism,  and  are  followers  of  Chytunya  AV//a,  a  man  who 
three  or  four  hundred  years  ago,  set  up  a  new  sect  in  Bengal ; 
reprobated  the  distinction  of  casts,  and  the  various  idols  wor-^ 
shipped  by  the  hindoost  We  talked  to  these  people  till  nearly 
night,  and  afterwards  gave  away  in  the  market-place  some 
testaments,  and  a  great  number  of  small  tracts.  We  return¬ 
ed  home,  not  without  hopes  that  this  visit  may  prove  useful. 

W.  C. 


EXPOSITIONS. 


BIBLICAL  CRITICISM. 

Wc  read  in  John  1 1.  4.  ‘  This  sickness  is  not  unto  death^^] 
but,  for  the  glory  of  God,*  yet  in  verse  14.  it  is  expressly  wtldfl 
*  Lazarus  is  dead,*  and  the  17tb.  and  39th.  verses  inform 
that  he  continued  four  days  in  that  state.  ^ 

The  word  but  in  our  translation  occasions  the  appearance 
of  inconsistency,  if  not  contradiction,  between  the  different 
parts  of  this  story ;  as  it  is  considered  by  the  generality  of  rea¬ 
ders  merely  as  an  adversative  conjunction,  and  intended  to 
intimate  that  Lazarus  would  not  die.  In  this  passage,  howe¬ 
ver,  but^  is  of  precisely  the  same  import  with  excefit ;  and  the 
original  may  with  propriety  be  rendered,  ‘  this  sickness  is  not 
unto  death,  except  on  account  of,  [or  for  the  take  of] 

the  glory  of  God.’  Thus  there  is  an  intimation  that  Laza* 
ru8  vfould  die,  but  that  not  his  death,  but  the  <  glory  of  Go<P 
was  the  ultimate  object  of  his  sickness,  <  that  the  son  of  God 
might  be  glorified  by  it  ;*  which  corresponds  perfectly  with 
the  event. 

If  any  vindication  of  this  version  is  necessary,  I  refer  the 
learned  reader  to  Mathew  17.  8— ^>20.  23.  and  Mark  9.  8.  in 
which  he  will  find  used  to  signify  excefit;  and  the  mere 
english  reader  will,  undoubtedly,  recollect  that  excefit  is  the 
primary  object  of  but.  In  old  writers  it  is  commonly  used  in 
this  sense. 

I  cannot  avoid  observing  that  this  text  contains  a  remarks 
able  intimation  of  the  deity  of  Christ  i  there  is  a  striking  pecu* 
liarity  in  the  mode  of  expression  for  the  glory  of  God,  that 
the  SON  of  God  may  be  glorified  by  it.*— -God  the  Sod>  was  to 
be  glorified. 

Z. 

*  See  J.  Horn  Took'e  £n£A  llT£PO£MTA,  or  Diversion^ 
of  Pwr/ryj— But. 
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REMARKS  ON  I  Cor.  15/A,  and  1l9thB 

*  Else  what  shall  they  do  which  are  baptized  for  the  detd, 
if  the  dead  rise  not  at  ail?  why  are  they  then  baptized  for  the 
dead  ?’ 

The  apostle’s  object  in  this  chapter  is  to  prove  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  body  in  opposition  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Epi¬ 
cureans  and  StoicS)  who  denied  it.  In  the  course  of  his 
argument  he  refers  to  the  practice  mentioned  in  the  verse 
quoted  above,  as  to  something  well  understood  by  the  Corin¬ 
thians;  but  baptizing  for  the  dead  has,  from  various  causes, 
been  a  subject  long  involved  in  obscurity,  and  perhaps  there 
are  few  upon  which  there  has  been  greater  diversity  of  senti¬ 
ment  ;  and  hence  has  arisen  the  difficulty  generally  met  with 
in  explaining  this  passage  of  Scripture,  which  it  is  hoped  the 
following  remarks  will  tend  to  elucidate  : — they  are  suggested 
for  consideration. 

It  is  well  known  that,  in  the  early  ages  of  the  Church, 
baptism  was  considered  as  emblematical  of  both  the  burial  and 
resurrection  of  Christ ;  ‘  as  a  pledge  of  future  good  things, 
and  the  type  of  a  future  resurrection  hence  persons  submit¬ 
ting  to  baptism  were  viewed  as  eo  facto  professing  their  faith 
in  both  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  that  in  con¬ 
sequence  thereof  they  confidently  expected  the  resurrection  of 
their  own  bodies,  and  the  benefits  resulting  therefrom.  ‘  I 
believe  that  there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead,’*  was 
part  of  the  formula  of  baptism  ;  and  Ambroset  intimates 
that  it  was  believed  that  a  person  dying  unbaptized  either 
would  not  rise  at  all,  or  would  at  least,  with  difficulty.  This 
sentiment  had  an  extensive  influence,  yet  many  deferred  appli¬ 
cation  for  baptism,  until,  laid  upon  a  bed  of  sickness,^  they 
apprehended  themselves  to  be  near  to  death,  or  absolutely 
despaired  of  life  ;  and  then  they  desired  to  be  baptized :  but  it 
is  evident  that  in  such  circumstances  they  could  not  desire 
baptism  for  any  benefit  they  expected  from  it  in  this  world, 
but  with  a  view  to  a  future  state,  and  that  they  might  profit 
by  it  after  death.  May  not  the  Apostle’s  question  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  referring  to  this  conduct  of  the  Clinici?  and  does 
not  the  very  wording  of  it  encourage  to  this  application  ?  Let 
us  attend  to  it  :  *£Tfi  r/  •/  rSf  u 


*  ^  Uf  uftio’recrif*  Chrysoatom* 

t  yid,  Poole m 

I  From  whence  they  were  denominated  cuvtci* 


( 


« tv*  5 — else  what  shall  they  do  who  are  bap- 

tized  for  the  dead,  if,  bting  wholly  deady  they  arc  not  raised. 
It  will  be  remarked  that  this  translation  differs  from  our 
common  rersion ;  but  I  apprehend  that  those  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  original  will  admit  that  it  is  more  literal. 
The  expression  •Xmi  nvt^h  appears  to  me  to  designate  the 
Cliniciy  as  the  persons  intended  by  those  who  are  baptized  for 
the  dead ;  and  the  question  seems  to  amount  to  this ;  ‘  of 
what  use  is  it  for  them  to  be  baptised  when  they  are  in  hourly 
expectation  of  death  ;  or  what  benefit  can  they  possibly  receive 
from  it,  if  after  they  arc  actually  dead,  they  shall  not  rise 
again  ?*  Z. 


THE  PLAGIARIST. 

We  are  fully  of  the  opinion  of  the  Plagiarist  as  it  respects  the 
materials  of  books.  Scarcely  a  subject  of  importance  has 
escaped  the  attention  of  many  able  investigators.  It  must, 
therefore,  be  a'  just  assertion  when  the  P.  tells  us  that  the 
*  labours  of  the  learned*  arc  diffused  over  so  many  thousand 
volumes  as  to  be  out  of  the  view  of  quite  the  greater  part 
of  readers.  We  are  fond  of  this  opinion  of  the  Plagiarist,  and 
doubt  not  but  the  happy  illustration  of  it  in  his  No.  1.  will 
be  highly  gratifying  to  our  readers.  At  the  same  time,  we 
would  not  conceal  our  fondness  for  originality  from  our 
readers.  We  are  even  fond  of  it  in  the  treatment  of  the 
more  common  subjects.  Novelty  has  a  powerful  effect  to 
awaken  the  attention.  It  sometimes  enables  to  contrast  the 
parts,  or  to  give  such  new  views  of  a  common  subject  as 
♦o  make  truth  appear  more  fascinating,  and  to  leave  an 
indoUible  impression  on  the  mind.  It  always  awakens  a 
spirit  of  research  ;  and  this  favours  activity  of  mind,  which 
is  friendly  to  improvement,  and,  we  trust,  not  unfrequehtly 
tends  to  make  men  ‘  wise  unto  that  which  is  goodi* 

There  arc  so  many  valuable  and  imfiortant  works  of  fiious  men^ 
published  to  the  worlds  which  have  stood  the  test  of  experience 
and  the  severest  criticismsy  that  there  is  but  little  hope  that  any 
f  thing  new  can  be  addedy  by  any  attempts  at  originality  equally 

I  advantageous  to  your  readers - The  great  difficulty  that  au 

I  tends  these  labours  of  the  learnedy  arises  from  their  size  and 


exficnte  ;  they  are  out  of  the  fiower  of  chriatiane  injhe  middle 
and  lov)er  ranks  of  lifC’^To  abridge  these  works  then,  and  af* 
ford  to  our  fellow  Christians,  of  this  description,  the  opportum 
nity  of  reading  the  substance  oj  books  on  experimental  religion, 
or  containing  the  contemplation  of  learned  men  who  have  enjoyed 
much  of  the  divine  presence  while  in  the  flesh,  appears  to  me 
to  be  doing  a  more  essential  service  to  your  pious  undertaking 
than  to  furnish  you  .with  new  attempts^  that  may  Jail  far  short 
of  those  who  have' gone  before  us,  and  so  dishonor  rather  than 
benefit  your  Magazine*— If  therefore  you  shall  approve  the 
plan,  1  mean  to  perform  the  task  for  a  time,  by  sending  you 
‘  abridgements,  or  extracts  <f  works  of  established  character, 
under  the  title  of 

THE  PLAGIARIST.  ' 

No.  1. 

Dr^  Watts'  ‘  Happiness  of  separate  Spirits* 

•  The  first  enquiry  then  shall  be^  of  the  perfection  of  sepa-  ^ 
rate  Spirits,  in  a  state  of  happiness,  in  knowledge,  holi¬ 
ness  and  ]oy — Hcb.  12.  23rd.  ‘The  Spirits  of  just  men  made 
Jierfect.'  This  word  perfect  cannot  be  taken  here  in  its  most 
extensive,  absolute  and  sublime  sense,  for  in  that  sense  it  can 
belong  only  to  God ;  he  is  and  must  be  the  sum  and  centre 
of  all  perfection  forever.  Nor  is  the  word,  used  here  in  its 
most  sublime  sense,  in  which  it  may  be, applied  to  a  treatise, 
for  when  the  spirits  of  just  men  are  made  never  so  perfect, 
the  blessed  soul  of  pur  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  will  be  more  per¬ 
fect  than  they  ;  in  all  things  he  must  have  the  pre-eminence. 
Col.  1.— 18.  .  *  ^ 

Perfection  therefore  is  taken  in  a  comparative  sense  here, 
as  in  many  other  placcsof  Scripture— So  St.  Paul,  1.  Cor.  8.  6. 

•  I  speak  wisdom  among  them  who  are  perfect*  And  Phil.  3rd. 
13.  Let  as  many  as  are  perfect  be  thus  minded* 

The  word  perfection,  doth  not  generally  imply  another 
sort  of  character  than  what  a  man  possessed  before  ;  but  a  far 

•  more  exalted  degree  of  the  same  character  which  he  was  before 

possessed  of.  ' 

The  perfection  then  of  the  spirits  of  the  just  in  heaven,  is 
a  glorious  and  transcendant  degree  of  those  spiritual  and  hear- 
ycnly  qualifications  and  blessings,  which  they  enjoyed  here  on 
caHh  in  a  lower  measure  ;  implying  also,  a  freedom  from  all 
the  defects  and  disorders  to  which  they  .were  here  exposed^ 
and  vrUich  are  inconsistent  with  their  present  felicity.— 


These  raay  be  branched  into 
A  great  increase  of  knowledge,  without  the  mixture  of  error# 

A  glorious  degree  of  holiness  without  the  mixture  of  the 
least  sin. 

Constant  peace  and  joy  without  the  mixture  of  sorrow  or 
uneasiness. 

Part  of  the  happiness  of  spirits  consists  in  contemplation# 
Therefore  the  knowledge  of  God,  the  infinite  and  eternal  spirit, 
is  the  true  felicity  of  all  the  ranks  of  created  spirits  in  the  up¬ 
per  and  lower  worlds* — What  unknown  and  unrivalled  beauties 
are  contained  in  the  attributes  of  his  nature  !  what  a  heaven¬ 
ly  pleasure  is  it  to  lose  ourselves  amongst  the  boundless  per¬ 
fections  of  his  self-sufficiency  and  eternal  existence,  his  wis¬ 
dom,  his  power,  his  justice,  his  holiness,  his  goodness^  and 
his  truth  I  and  what  a  divine  harmony  amongst  them  all  I 
How  does  the  Philosopher  entertain  and  feast  himself  with 
daily  discoveries  of  new  wonders  among  the  works  of  (iod  I 
what  superior  glories  are  seen  by  the  enquiring  Christian 
among  the  greater  wonders  of  his  grace  I  and  he  receives  the 
discovery  of  them  with  superior  delight,  for  his  eternal  life  U 
in  them. — John  17#  3.  This  is  life  eternal y  that  they  might  know 
iheey  the  only  true  Gody  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent. 
To  know  the  Father  and  the  Son,  according  to  the  revelatioA 
which  they  have  given  of  themselves  in  the  gospel,  is  not 
only  the  way  to  obtain  life  eternal,  and  consequently  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  saints  below  ;  but  the  knowledge  of  this  Son  and 
this  Father  in  their  natural  gloriesy  in  their  personal  charactery 
in  their  sublime  and  mysterious  relations  to  each  other  ;  and  in 
their  most  amazing  contrivances  and  transactions  for  the  recovery 
of  lost  sinnersy  may  be  matter  61  the  most  pleasing  enquiry  and 
delicious  contemplation  to  vhe  angels  themselves.  1.  Pet.  1. 
12.  These  are  the  things  which  the  angels  desire  to  look 
into.  And  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect  are  employed 
in  the  same  delightful  work  ;  for  which  they  have  much  more 
concern,  and  a  dearer  interest  in  it. — 

Oh  I  happy  spirits  that  are  thus  divinely  employed,  and 
are  entertaining  themselves  and  their  fellow  spirits  with  those 
noble  truths  and  transporting  wonders  of  nature  and  grace  of 
God  and  Christ,  and  things  heavenly,  which  are  all  mystery 
entanglement  and  confusion  to  our  thoughts  in  the  present 
state  \ 

This  perjtction  consists  in  a  glorious  degree  of  All 

holiness  is  contained  and  summed  up  in  the  love  and  delight¬ 
ful  service  of  God,  and  our  fellow  creatures. — ^^Universalbene- 


Yolcncc  runs  through  the  whole  kingdom,  each  spirit  wishes 
well  to  his  neighbour  as  to  himself;  and  till  we  arrive  there« 
we  shall  never  be  made  perfect  in  love,  nor  shall  we  see  the 
blessed  characters  of  4t,  described  in  the  scripta»^s,  fully 
copied  out  in  living  examples. 

In  that  holy  world  dwells  God  himself,  who  is  original 
love  ;  there  resides  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  love  incar¬ 
nate  ;  and  from  that  sacred  head  flows  an  eternal  stream  of 
love  through  every  member,  and  blesseth  all  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  Land  with  its  divine  refreshments.  Holiness  is  perfect 
among  the  Spirits  of  the  Just,  because  love  is  perfect  there. 

This  perfection  consists  in  constant  peace  and  exalted  joy, 
without  any  mixture  of  sorrow  or  uneasiness ;  and  this  is  joy 
and  peace  in  perfection. 

This  world  is  a  fair  Theatre  of  the  wisdom  and  power  of 
God  ;  but  it  is  hung  round  and  replenished  with  temptations 
to  fallen  man  proper  for  a  state  of  trial ;  soft  and  flattering 
temptations,  that  by  the  senses  are  ever  drawing  away  the 
foul  from  God  and  Heaven,  and  breaking  in  upon  its  divine 
repose  and  joy  ;  and  while  we  are  surrounded  w  ith  a  thousand 
dangers,  we  cannot  be  said  to  dwell  in  perfect  peace. — The 
follies  and  crimes  of  others  afflict  the  soul  of  a  good  man,  and 
put  him  to  pain,  as  the  righteous  soul  of  Lot  was  vexed  in 
Sodom  from  day  to  day  with  their  unlawful  deeds.  2  Pet.  2.  8. 
And  sometimes  God  himself  is  absent  from  the  soul  that  longs 
•after  him;  he  hides  his  face,  and  then  w^ho  can  behold  it r 
We  are  smitten  with  a  sense  of  Sin,  and  'the  conscience  is 
restless.  We  wander  from  thing  to  thing  in  much  confusion 
of  Spirit,  we  go  from  providences  to  ordinances ;  from  one 
word  in  the  bible  to  another ;  from  self  examination  and  in- 
w’ard  guilt,  to  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  the  mercy  of  the  father ; 
and  it  may  be  outward  sorrows'  fall  on  us  at  the  same  time, 
guilt  and  judgment  attend  us  at  once.  Psal.  42.  7.  we  are 
kept  in  the  dark  for  a  season  and  we  see  not  the  light  of  his 
countenance,  nor  know  our  own  interest  in  his  love.  But  the 
spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect,  are  in  peaceful  and  joyous 
circumstances.  They  know  God,  for  they  see  his  face  ;  they 
know  that  they  love  him,  for  they  feel  and  enjoy  it  as  the 
warmest  and  sweetest  aifection  of  their  hearts  ;  and  they  are 
sure  that  God  loves  them  too,  for  every  moment  they  taste 
his  love,  and  live  upon  it,  in  all  the  rich  varieties  of  its  mani¬ 
festation. 

O  what  unknown  and  endless  satisfaction  of  mind* arises 
from  the  full  assurance  of  the  love  of  God  I  what  tongue  can 
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express,  or  what  heart  can  conceive  the  sacred  pleasure  that 
fills  every  soul  In  heaven,  under  the  immediate  impressions 
of  divine  love  I  when  the  poor  tiembling  doubling  believer, 
that  knew  himself  to  be  infinitely  unworthy  of  the  favour  of 
God,  or  of  the  meanest  place  in  his  house,  shall  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  a  son  in  the  m'dstof  his  Father’s  court  on  high,  and 
amongst  millions  of  congratulating  angels  ! 

No  cloud  shall  ever  interpose,  no  melancholy  gloom,  no 
shadow  of  darkness  shall  ever  arise  in  those  regions ;  for  the 
countenance  of  God,  like  the  sun  in  its  highest  strength,  shall 
shine  and  smile  upon  them  forever.  And  through  the  whole 
of  their  immortality,  there  shall  not  be  the  least  interruption 
of  the  sweet  intercourse  of  love,  on  God’s  side  and  theirs. 

God  himself  shall  never  be  absent,  and  then  they  cannot  be 
unhappy — They  behold  his  face  in  righteousness  and  they  are 
satisfied  when  they  awake  with  his  likeness — Psal.  17.  15. 
When  they  leave  this  world  of  dreams  and  shadows,  and  awake 
in  that  bright  world  of  spirits,  they  behold  the  face  of  God, 
and  are  made  like  iHra,  as  well  as  when  their  bodies  shall 
awake  out  of  the  dust  of  death  in  the  morning  of  the  resur¬ 
rection,  formed  in  the  image  of  the  blessed  Jesus.  That 
glorious  scripture  in  Rev.  21.  3;  4.  be  the  sense  what  it  may, 
can  never  be  fulfilled  in  more  glory  on  earth,  than  belongs  to 
the  state  of  Heaven.  ‘  The  Tabernacle  of  God  h  ivith  men^  and 
he  will  dwell  with  them^  and  they  shall  be  his  fieofile^  and  God 
himself  shall  be  with  theniy  and  be  their  God,  ^ind  God  shall 
wifie  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  ;  and  there  shall  be  no  more 
deaths  neither  sorrow^  nor  crying ^  neither  shall  there  be  any  more 
/lain  ;  for  the  former  things  are  fiassed  asvaij. 

The  Saints  above  see  their  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  in  all 
his  exalted  glories,  and  they  are  w  ith  him  where  he  is,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  own  prayer  and  his  own  promise  :  John  17.  24.  14. 
and  3d.  They  are  absent  from  the  body  and  present  with  the 
Lord.  They  have  esteemed  him  on  earth  above  all  things, 
and  longed  after  the  sight  of  his  face,  whom  having  not  seen 
they  loved,  (I  Pet.  1.  8.)  but  now  they  behold  him,  the  dear 
Redeemer  that  gave  his  life  and  blood  for  them,  they  rejoice 
with  joy  much  more  unspeakable  and  full  of  superior  glory. 

And  canst  thou  hear  of  all  this  glory,  O  my  Soul !  and 
meditate  of  all  this  joy,  and  yet  cleave  to  earth  and  the  dust 
still  ?  Hast  thou  not  often  mourned  over  thy  ignorance,  anS 
felt  a  sensible  pain  in  the  narrowness,  the  darkness  and  the 
confusion  of  thy  ideasi  after  the  utmost  stretch  and  labour  of 
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thought  ?  How  little  dost  thou  know  of  the  essence  of  God, 
cTen  thy  God,'  and  how  little  of  the  two  united  natures  of 
Jesus  thy  beloved  Saviour?  How  small  and  scanty  is  thy  know¬ 
ledge  of  thyself,  and  of  all  thy  fellow  spirits,  while  thou  art 
here  imprisoned  in  a  cottage  of  clay  ?  and  art  thou  willing  to 
abide  in  this  dark  prison  still,  with  all  thy  follies  and  mistakes 
about  thee  ?  Does  not  the  land  of  light  above  invite  thy  longing 
and  awaken  thy  desires ;  those  bright  regions  where  know¬ 
ledge  is  made  perfect,  and  where  thy  God,  and  thy  Redeemer 
are  seen  without  a  veil  ? 

And  is  not  the  perfect  holiness  of  heaven  another  allure¬ 
ment  to  thee,  O  my  Soul?  Dost  thou  not  stretch  thy  wings 
for  flight  at  the  every  mention  of  a  world  without  temptation 
and  without  Sin  ?  How  often  hast  thou  groaned  here  under 
the  burthen  of  thy  guilt  and  the  body  of  death  ?  And  art  thou 
80  backward  still  to  enter  into  those  peaceful  regions  where 
these  enemies  can  never  come,  and  where  battle  strife  are 
known  no  more,  but  perfect  and  everlasting  holiness  adorns 
the  inhabitants,  with  crowns  of  victory  and  triumph  ? 

Oh  1  the  shattered  and  imperfect  devotion  of  the  best 
Saints  on  earth  I  oh  I  the  feeble  flattering  efforts  of  praise  I 
What  poor  Hallelujah,  we  send  up  to  Heaven  on  notes  of  ' 
discord,  and  as  it  was,  from  broken  strings  I  art  thou  not 
willing,  O  my  soul,  to  honour. thy  God  and  thy  Saviour,  with 
sweeter  harmony  ?  And  yet  what  a  reluctance  dost  thou  show 
to  enter  into  that  world  of  joy  and  praise,  because  the  dark 
shadow  of  death  hangs  over  the  passage?  Come,  awake,  arise, 
shake  off  thy  fears;  and  let  the  sense  and  notice  of  what  the 
Spirits  of  the  Just  above  enjoy,  raise  thy  co\irage,  and  excite 
thee  to  meet  the  first  summons  with  sacred  delight  and  rap¬ 
ture  ;  giving  glory,  honour,  dominion  and  praise  to  him  that 
sitteth  on  the  throne  and  to  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever. 
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THE  PHILOSOPHER’S  STONE  DISCOVERED » 

I  '  . 

OR 

THE  TRUE  I^ETHOD  OF  TURNING  ALL  THINGS  TO  GOLD* 

Recommended  to  alt  lovero  of  ftleaeure* 

Although  not  personally  acquainted  with  you,  yet  sin# 
cere,  disinterested  to  your  desire  for  your  good«  induce#  m# 
to  take  this  method  of  communicating  a  discovery  cf  the 
utmost  importance,  and  worthy  your  attentive  consideration* 
But  it  may  not  be  improper  first  to  inform  you  how  1  came  by 
it.  Some  time  ago  I  was  greatly  distressed  with  low  spiritSf 
and  nothing  was  left  untried  in  order  to  dispel  those  dark  clouds 
which  continually  hovered  about  me:  diversion  of  all  kindSf 
balls,  plays.  See.  were  the  constant  antidotes  prescribed  and 
tried.  But  all  to  no  purpose,  niy  hopes  were  continually  dis« 
appointed,  and  my  distress  continued  and  increased  \  till  one 
Sabbath*evening,  as  I  was  sitting  over  the  fire,  not  knowing 
how  in  the  world  to  amuse  myself  on  that  tiresome  day,  an  old 
acquaintance,  who  had  beard  of  my  distress,  was  ushered  i.ntp 
my  room,  my.  servant  having  neglected  to  say  I  was  not  at 
home.  At  first  the  conversation  went  qu  slowly ;  we  came 
however,  to  the  point.  1  told  him  plainly  I  was  not  happy  ; 
somehow  or  other  1  had* not  that  enjoyment  and  satisfaction 
I  could  wish  from  the  objects  around  me,  and  the  diversions 
I  went  to  ;  though  they  amused  me  when  engaged  in  them,  yet 
left  me  more  dull  and  less  satisfied  than  ever*  He  looked  at 
me  with  an  eye  of  compassion  and  love,  and  said,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  *  It  is  in  vain  to  seek  the  living  ammi^  the  dead.  You 
are  seeking  happiness  where  it  is  not  to  be  found.  By  having 
recourse  to  diversions  and  amusements,  in  preference  to  the 
strong  consolations  suggested  in  the  bible,  you  act  as  unjudirC 
ciously,  and  shall  as  certainly  be  'deceived,  as  if,  amidst  the 
sultry  heat  of  summer,  you  should  seek  cooling  refreshments 
from  a  painted  tree,  and  shun  the  embowering  shady  covert 
of  a  real  grove.  Truly  there  is  no  real  solid  happiness  jto  be 
found  in  the  things  of  this  world  ;  its  most  exquisite  pleasures 
never  repay  the  pains  we  are  at  to  acquire  them.  But  keep« 
ing  God’s  commandments  brings  a  peace  which  passeth  under¬ 
standing.  Therefore  I  earnestly  entreat  you,  as  you  value 
your  own  soul,  reject  not  that  salvation  which  is  freely  ofifer^ 
In  the  Gospel  i  but  rely  uppn  what  Jesus  Chrin  Jia»done  and 
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suffered  for  your  happiness,  in  life,  in  death,  and  in  that  Im¬ 
portant  day,  when  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  shall  be 
gathered  together,  and  an  irreversible  doom  pronounced  upon 
every  one  of  the  race  of  Adam.’ 

This  roused  me  a  little  from  my  lethargy.  I  stared  at 
him;  Jesus  Christ  I  Salvation  yre^/yoffered  !  what  can  these  ex¬ 
pressions  mean  ?  In  short,  I  took  him  for  what  the  world  calls  a 
Methodist,  or  an  enthusiastic  fool.  I,  however,  some  time 
after  found,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  how  far  his  advice 
was  just.  In.  place  of  haunting  the  nests  of  vice  and  immo¬ 
rality,  and  taking  up  my  precious  moments  in  adjusting  the 
benefits  of  pitiable  vagabonds,  and  throwing  in  my  might  to 
the  tax-office  for  fools,  1  began  to  peruse  the  scriptures  of  truth 
was  enabled  to  cry  to  the  Lord,  who  has  promised  to  give  rest 
to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  ;  and  now  experience  that  joy 
and  piece  in  believing  which  strangers  to  God  know  nothing 
of,  and  which  those  who  follow  the  maxims  of  the  world  have 
no  conception  of.  Now  I  know,  that  they  who  are  justified  by 
faith,  and  have  peace^^with  God^  are  the  happy  ones  of  the 
earth  ;  for  it  is  an  interest  in  the  divine  favour  that  comforts 
in  life,  and  supports  in  trouble,  that  unstings  death,  and  deli¬ 
vers  from  the  fear  .of  it.— Strength  will  fail,  beauty  will  fade.— 
health  will  decay  ; — ^but  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
him  crucified,  abideth  for  ever. 

Permit  me,  then,  my  dear-  fellow-mortals,  while  you  arc 
giving  loose  reins  to  your  pleasures,  while  you  are  running 
the  same  round  of  diversions,  permit  me  to  ask  one  short 
question.  Are  you  happy  ?  or  how  do  you  hope  to  be  so  ?  I 
know  that  the  world,  that  proud  sovereign,  requires  your 
obedience,  and  would  fain  entice  you  with  her  empty  plea¬ 
sures  to  become  subject  to  her  tyrannic  siray.  High-seated 
ambition  which  has  banished  every  religious  principle  from 
the  minds  of  thousands,  calls  you  to  aspire  after  the  favour 
of  the  great,  the  applause  of  the  learned,  and  the  seat  of  the 
powertul ;  much-prized  opulence  promises  you  houses,  lands, 
corn,  and  wine,  if  you  will  but  forsake  all  and  follow  her  ; 
above  all,  pleasure  and  amusement,  with  flattering  lips,  whis¬ 
per  in  your  ears,/  that  •  they  alone  can  make  you  enjoy  hap¬ 
piness.. 

Before  you  give  yourself  up  to  these  solicitations,  consider 
a  Tiitle,  I  beg  of  you,  three  things:  Isl.  Are  you  sure  that  m 
the  hour  of  caiumity  you  will  find  such  enjoyments  reviving 


cordials?  and  will  you  delight  as  much  in  them  in  the  day  of 
adversity,  as  in  that  of  prosperity  ?  2dly,  When  sickness  comes 
death  approaches,  when  you  are  stretched  upon  a  death-bed 
time  evanishing  from  your  sight,  and  eternity  full  in  view, 
will  you  look  back  with  pleasure  upon  the  many  hours  you 
have  spent  in  pursuit  of  worldly  good  ?  Will  they  afford  you 
an  antidote  against  the  fear  of  death,  and  be  a  rod  and  staff 
to  comfort  you  through  that  dreary  valley  ?  And,  lastly^  When 
the  trump  of  God  shall  summon  you  to  Jehovah’s  impartial 
bar,  has  the  world  promised  (and  will  it  indeed  be  able)  to 
protect  you  in  that  all-important  hour?  Will  it  afford  you  a 
sufRcient  covering  from  the  wrath  of  an  angry  God,  and  heart 
searching  Judge  ?  and  will  it  procure  you  an  acquittal  before 
men  and  angels,  and  an  inheritance  in  the  heavenly  glory  ? 
Alas  !  my  dear  friends,  w^hat  say  your  consciences  ?  surely  if 
you  think  but  a  moment,  they  must  answer  all  ihese'queries 
in  the  negative.  O  let  me  intreat  you,  then,  to  consider  them 
attentively  ?  O  trifle  no  longer  with  your  precious  souls,  or 
with  an  awful  eternity  !  As  there  is  but  a  step  between  you 
and  death,  and  none  knows  the  day  nor  the  hour  in  which 
he  may  be  called  away.  O  prepare  to  meet  the  Lord  thy 
God.  Let  your  first  care  be  to  secure  the  favour  of  an  offended 
Lord,  by  betaking  yourselves  to  the  only  Mediator.  Flee  to 
the  Saviour,  the  hope  of  Isreal,  from  the  wrath  to  come. 
Delay  not  a  day  in  expectation  of  a  longer  life,  or  lingering 
siokness  ;  you  may  be  too  old  to  live.  Take,  no  rest  till  you 
have  the  well-grounded  knowledge  that  your  sins  are  pardoned, 
God  reconciled,  and  Jesus  your  Friend,  Advocate,  and  Por- 
you  will  find  such  delights  in  religion,  as  you 
.  wou^^iibtpart  with  for  the  pleasures  of  ten  thousand  worlds  ; 
then  you  will  have  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  on  your  side, 
to  make  all  things  work  together  for  your  good  ;  amidst  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  life,  you -will  be  happy  in  having  an  Al¬ 
mighty,  never-failing  Friend  to  go  to.  In  trouble,  he  will  bear 
your  burdens,  and  support  your  spirits.  You  will  no  longer 
view  death  as  the  king  of  terrors,  but  as  a  welcome  messenger 
to  conduct  you  to  your  Father’s  house,  and  in  eternity  be  bles¬ 
sed  with  the.  immediate  presence  of  your  God,  and  sing  halle¬ 
lujahs  to  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  world  without  end ! 
Amen. 
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THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  TONGUE. 

^  The  tongue,  saith  the  apostle  James,  is  afire,  a  world  of 
iniquity.  It  is  that  which  no  man  can  tame  ;  it  is  an  unruly 
evil,  full  of  deadly  poison.  Humbling  as  is  this  description, 
it  is  faithful  and  true. 

.  The  time  was,  when  the  Christian  yielded  his  members 
servants  to  uncleanness,  and  of  iniquity  unto  iniquity.  But 
now,  being  made  free  from  sin,  he  yields  himself  unto  God, 
and  his  members  as  servants  of  righteousness  unto  holiness. 
He  is  redeemed  from  his  former  vain  conversation.  His  tongue 
from  being  his  shame,  becomes  his  glory.  He,  aims  at  obedi- 
ence  to  the  apostolic  injunction,  ‘  let  no  corrupt  communica¬ 
tion  proceed  out  of  your  mouth,  but  that  which  is  good,  to 
the  use  of  edifying,  that  it  may  minister  grace  unto  hearers.' 

But,  alas  I  his  obedience  is  imperfect.  He  forgets  that  he 
ought  always  to  watch  and  pray,  lest  he  enter  into  temptation. 
Often  he  hath  said,  with  David,  1  will  take  heed  to  my  ways, 
that  I  sin  not  with  my  tongue. ^  Butin  an  unguarded  hour,  he 
forgets  his  promise.  He  grieves  the  Spirit  of  God,  he  wounds  ' 
his  own  conscience,  he  offends  his  brethren,  he  hardens  the 
wicked. 

Take  heed,  then,  O  child  of  God,  that  your  tongue  be  your 
glory  :  ‘  The  tongue  of  the  jUst,'  saith  Solomon,  ‘  is  as  choice 
silver.  The  lips  of  the  righteous  feed  many.  The  mouth  of 
the  just  hvingeth  forth  wisdom.  The  lips  of  the  wise  diffuse 
knowledge.  A  wholesome  tongue  is  a  tree  of  life  ;  and  the 
words  of  a  wise  man’s  mouth  are  gracious.*  Let  foolish  talk¬ 
ing  and  jesting  be  laid  aside.  Let  your  speech  be  always  with 
grace,  seasoned  with  salt.  Speak  evil  of  no  man. 
to  hear,  slow  to  speak.  Suffer  not  thy  mouth  to  cause  (ny  liesh 
to  sin  ;  wherefore  should  God  be  angry  with  thy  voice  ?  Whoso 
keepeth  his  mouth  and  his  tongue,  keepeth  his  soul  from  trou¬ 
bles. 

Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before  my  mouth  j  keep  the  door 
of  my  lips. 
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The  eentmenta  of  firimitive  Christiana  respecting  liberality  for 
pious  purposes^  may  be  learned  from  the  following  quotation 
from  Basil j  Bishop  of  C^sarea^  who  died  in  the  year  379. 

<  One  sayS)  I  will  give  to-morrow,  to  excuse  himself  from  ep 
giving  to  da,y9  Alas  I  do  you  know  whether  you  shall  be  alive 
to-morrow  in  this  place  ?  Another  says,  1  am  poqr,  1  have 
need  enough  myself  of  all  my  means.  Yes,  you  are  poor,  you 
arc  destitute  ;  but  it  is  of  love,  of  benignity,  of  faith,  apd  of 
mercy.  A  third  says,  whom  do  1  wrong  ?  1  keep  only  my 
own.  1  ask  you.  From  whom  did  you  receive  those  riches, 
and  whence  did  you  bring  them  ?  Did  you  not  come  naked  from 
your  mother's  womb,  and  shall  you  not  return  naked  to  the 
dust  ?  Whence  did  this  wealth  come  ?  from  chance  ?  What 
is  this  but  atheism  ?  If  you  confess  that  you  received  it  from 
God,  why  did  it  fall  to,  your  lot,  rather  than  to  another's  ? 

a 

God  is  not  unrighteous  in  the  unequal  division  of  property 
amongst  men.  Why  are  you  rich,  and  why  is  this  man  poor  ? 

It  is  that  you  may  receive  the  reward  of  dispensing  your  good’s 
faithfully,  and  that  the  poor  may  receive  the  recompence  of 
his  patience.  When,  therefore,  you  appropriate  to  yourself 
that  wealth  which  belongs  to  many,  'and  of  which  you  are  the 
stewards,  you  are  a  robber— We  know  not  what  necessities 
may  happen. — Can  you  make  this  apology,  while  you  spend, 
your  wealth  on  a  thousand  superfluities  ?— But  1  want  it  for 
my  children.— But  is  it  from  you  that  your  son  received  life  ? 
is  it  not  from  God  ?  Ought  he  then  to  hinder  you  from  obeying 
God's  commandments?  The  riches  that  you  will  leave  him, 
may  be  the  occasion  of  his  ruin.  Who  knows  whether  he  will 
make  a  good  or  bad  use  of  them  ?— He  refutes  the  pretences 
of  those  who  think  to  except  themselves  from  doing  good  in  * 
their  life-time,  by  leaving  their  goods,  by  wills,  to  the  poor. 

*  W retched  man,  to  practise  no  good  works,  but  with  ink  and 
paper !  It  seems,  you  wish  you  could  have  enjoyed  your  riches 
for  ever,  and  then  you  would  never  have  obeyed  the  precepts 
of  the  Gospel :  it  is  to  death,  it  seems,'  and  not  to  you,  that 
the  poor  are  indebted.  God  will  not  be  thus  mocked  ;  that 
which  is  dead  is  not  to  be  offered  to  the  sanctuary  :  offer  up  a 
living  sacrafice.  It  is  certain,  that  those  who  rely  on  Divine 
Providence,  are  like  the  springs  which  are  not  dried  up  by 
drawing  from  them,  but  send  forth  their  waters  with  greater 
force.  If  you  are  poor,  lend  your  money  upon  interest  to  God, 
who  is  rich.’ 


ANECDOTES 


»  ON  HUMAN  LEARNING* 

Dabschelim,  King  of  the  Indies,  possessed  a  library  S9 
large,  that  it  required  an  hundred  Bramins  to  rcTise  and  keep 
It  in  order,  and  a  thousand  dromedaries  to  carry  the  books* 
As  he  had  no  intention  to  read  all  it  contained,  he  commanded 
his  Bramins  to  make  extracts  from  it,  for  his  use,  of  whatever 
they  judged  most  valuable  in  any  branch  of  literature*  These 
doctors  immediately  undertook  to  furnish  an  abridgment,  and 
after  twenty  years  labour,  composed  from  these  several  col¬ 
lections  a  small  Encyclopedia,  consisting  of  twelve  thousand 
volumes,  which  thirty  camels  could  carry  with  ease.  They 
had  the  honour  to  present  this  to  the  king  ;  but  were  aston¬ 
ished  to  hear  him  say,  that  he  would  not  read  a  work  which 
was  a  load  for  thirty  camels*  They  then  reduced  their  ex¬ 
tracts  so  that  they  might  be  carried  by  fifteen,  afterwards  by 
ten,  then  by  four,  and  then  by  two  dromedaries.  At  last  no 
more  were  left  than  were  sufficient  to  load  a  mule  of  ordinary 
size.  Unfortunately,  Dabschelim  had  grown  old  while  his 
library  was  abridged,  and  did  not  expect  to  live  long  enough 
to  read  to  the  end  ;  this  master-piece  of  learning.  The  sage 
Pilpay,  his  Visicr,  therefore  thus  addressed  him  :  ‘  Though 
I  have  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  library  of  your  sub¬ 
lime  Majesty,  yet  can  I  make  a  kind  of  analysis  of  what  it 
contains ;  very  short,  but  extremely  useful ;  you  may  read  it 
in  a  minute;  yet  .will  it  afford  you  sufficient  matter  for  medi¬ 
tation  during  your  whole  life  ?  At  the  same  time,  the  Visier 
took  the  leaf  of  a  palm-tree,  and  wrote  on  it,  with  a  pencil  of 
gold,  the  four  following  maxims. 

‘  In  the. greater  part  of  scfences  there  is  only  this  single 
word,  perhaps ; — in  all  history  but  three  phrases — they  were 
born,  they  were  wretched,  and  they  died  1* 

.  ‘  Take  pleasure  in  nothing  which  is  not  commendable,  and 
do  every  thing  you  take  pleasure  in.  Think  nothing  but  what 
is  true,  and  utter  not  all  you  think.* 

*  Oh  ye  kings  1  subdue  your  passions,  reign  over  yourselves, 
and  you-  will  consider  the  government  of  the  world  only  as  a 
recreation  !* 

‘  Oh  ye  Kings !  oh,  ye  Nations  !  listen  to  a  truth  you 
•never  can  hear  too  often,  and  of  which  sophist  pretend  to 
doubt^there  is  no  happiness  without  virtue,  and  no  virtue, 
without  the  fear  of  God  I* 


THE  CAYILLER  REPROVED* 


A  certain  man  went  to  a  Dervis,  and  proposed  three  ^ 
question?  First,  Why  do  they  say  that  God  is  omni-present  ? 

1  do  not  see*  him  in  any  place ;  shew*  me  where  he  is*  3dly, 
Why  is  man  punished  for  crimes,  since  whatever  he  does, 
proceeds  from  God  ?  Man  has  no  free-will,  for  he  cannot  do 
any  thing  contrary  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  if  he  had  power, 
he  would  do  every  thing  for  his  own  good— 3dly,  How  can 
God  punish  Satan  in  Heli-fire,  since  he  is  formed  of  that 
element:  and  what  impression  can  fire  make  on  itself? 

The  Dervis  took  u^  a  large  clod  of  earth,  and  struck 
him  on  the  head  with  it.  The  man  went  to  the  Cadi,  and 
said,  ^  I  proposed  three  questions  to  such  a  Dervis,  who 
fiung  such  a  clod  of  earth  at  me,  as  has  made  my  head  ache.* 
The  Cadi  having  sent  for  the  Dervis,  asked,  ‘  Why  did  you 
throw  a  clod  of  earth  at  his  head,  instead  of  answering  his 
questions?*  The  Dervis  replied,  ‘The  clod  of  earth  was  an 
answer  to  his  spe<xh ;  he  says,  he  has  a  pain  in  his  head  ;  let 
him  shew  me  where  it  is,  and  I  will  make  God  visible  to  him* 
And  why  does  he  exhibit  a  complaint  to  you  against  me  ? 
whatever  I  did  was  the  act  of  God ;  I  did  not  strike  him  with¬ 
out  the  will  of  God;  and  what  power  do  I  posses  I — And  as 
he  is  compounded  of  earth,  how  can  he  suffer  pain  from  that 
clement?’ — The  roan  was  confounded,  and  the  Cadi  highly 
pleased  with  the  Dervis’s  answer. 


MISCELLANEOUS  REMARKS. 

Religion,  viewed  properly,  hath  a  beautiful  face.  It  is 
innocent,  and  careful  not  to  give  offence ;  or,  if  it  does  so 
inadvertently,  it  wants  to  be  reconciled ;  confesses  its  faults, 
prays  to  be  forgiven,  is  desirous  to  be  informed  ;  is  less  ad¬ 
venturous,  more  circumspect ;  sensible  of  its  own  frailties  ; 
forgives  every  body ;  abounds  in  good-will  ;  delights  in  good 
^  offices  ;  is  pleased  with  itself,  and  always  looks  cheerful ! 
Why,  then,  will  any  one  be  so  indiscreet  as  to  dress  this 
lovely  form  in  such  a  frightful  manner,  as  to  terrify  tht 
beholder,  instead  of  inviting  him  to  embrace  it. 

‘  Limber  vows.*  There  is  always  a  fallacy  in  resolves  of 
amendment,  when  some  future  time  is  assigned  for  begin- 
fting  the  work.— Whoever  arc  unwilling  to  give  attention  t^ 


the  business  of  self-correction  to^day^  cannot  be  sincere  In 
i  resolving  to  attend  to  it  hereafter;  because,  if  possessing  the 
feame^dispositions,  their  repugnance  will  be  as  great,  and  their 
objections  as  strong  io-morrow,  next  year,  Or  at  any  future  time, 
^  as  they  are  at  present.  Accordingly,  the  Book  that  teaches 
Wisdom,  solemnly  exhorts  and  commands  the  children  of  men, 
tc/  seek  her  now.^ 

# 

t  •  " 

Laban  frequently  changed  Jacob’s  wages,  yet  Jacob  never 
neglected  Laban’s  work:  If  God  should  not  grant  us  all  that 
happiness  we  ch^sire,  but  turn  our  comforts  into  o  sorrows, 
our  Spring  into  Winter,, yet  we  should  never  neglect  to  do  his 
work,  but  continue  waiting  upon  him  till  he  shall  lift  up  tho 
light  of  his  countenance  upon  us. 

a 

Epictetus  says  every  thing  hath  two  handles,  the  one 
soft  and  manageable,  the  other  such  as  will  not  endure  to  be 
touched.  If  then  your  brother  do  you  an  injury,  do  not  take 
it  by  the  hot  and  hard  handle,  by  representing  to  yourself  all 
the  aggravating  circumstances  of  the  fact :  but  look  rather  on 
the  soft  side,  and«extenuate  it  as  much  as  possible,  by  consi* 
dering  the  nearness  of  the  relation,  and  the  long  friendship 
and  familiarity,  cobligations  to  kindness,  which  a  .single  provo¬ 
cation  ought  not  to  dissolve.  And  thus  you  will  take  the  acci¬ 
dent  by  its  manageable^handle. 

LITERARY  NOTICE. 

The  Editor  of  this  work  has  issued  proposals  for  publishing 
^  Doctor  Doddridge^ s  Works — two  editions^  in  ten  volumes  royal 
octavoy  collected  from  about  twenty  volumes^  including  his  Ufe 
by  Orton% 

Dr.  Doddridge,  as  a  Christian,  a  scholar,  and  a  divine, 
ranks  with  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  pBritish  Nation. 
The  friendship  that  subsisted  between  him  and  Dr.  Watts 
was  not  more  intimate  than  the  resemblance  of  their  talents 
'’  and  virtues  waS'exact  jind  striking*  ‘  The  number  and  variety 
of  his  works  shew  the  intenseness  of  his  industry,  and  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  capacity.  The  zeal  and  purity  of  his  faith  were 
expressed  and  enforced  by  a  polished  diction.  His  mind  was 
capacious,  his  curiosity  excumve  ,and  his  diligence  continual# 
Few  men  have  left  behindgsuch  purity  of  character,  or  such 
monuments  jof  laborious  piety.’  ' 
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RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 


Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Directort 
to  the  Tenth  General  Meetinff  of  the 
London  Mieeionary  Society^  May  9,  10, 
and  11,  1804. 

f 

OTAHEITE. 

It  ‘  would  have  afforded  ^eat  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  Directors,  to  have  been 
able  to  announce  to  the  Society  any  im¬ 
portant  information  from  this  distant 
quarter  of  the  globe,  but,  during  last 
year,  only  incomplete  parts  of  the  Jour¬ 
nal  of  the  Missionaries  have  come  to 
hand.  They  have,  however,  lately  been 
favoured  with  the  welcome  tidings  of 
the  complete  restoration  of  tranquillity. 
From  this  kind  interposition  of  Divine 
Providence,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope, 
that  the  patient  and  persevering  labours 
of  our  faithful  brethren  will  be  ultimately 
crowned  with  success.  The  Directors 
wait  the  arrival  of  the  Journals,  which 
may  be  expected  to  contain  such  infor¬ 
mation  of  tlie  actual  state  of  this  Mission 
as  may  greatly  assist  their  judgment  as 
to  the  means  of  promoting  its  future  in¬ 
terests. 

AFRICA. 

The  whole  Society  has  abundant  cause 
for  joy  and  thankfulness,  that  ever  their 
attention  was  directed  to  the  wretched 
inhabitants  of  South  Africa;  so  many  of 
whom  have  been  turned  from  “  darkness 
to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God.” 

In  the  last  Report,  the  Directors  were 
only  able  to  state  concerning  brotlier 
Kicherer,  that  his  labours  had  been  at¬ 
tended  with  considerable  success.  Since 
that  time,  information  was  received  from 
Rotterdam,  that  he  had  arrived  there, 
accompanied  by  three  members  of  his 
Hottentot  congregation.  Upon  due  in¬ 
quiry  by  the  Society  in  Holland,  and  the 
statement  which  Mr.  K.  offered  of  his 
;  reasons  and  motiv'es,  the  Directors  could 
not  but  cordially  approve  of  his  conduct; 
^  and  therefore  invited  him  to  an  inteiwiew 
with  them  in  London,  together  witli  the 
i  African  strangers. 

An  opportunity  to  behold  and  converse 
i  with  some  of  the  first-fruits  of  the  Mis- 
i  sionary  Society’s  labours  in  Africa,  and 

Ito  hear  them  declare,  with  their  own 
,  bps,  “  the  wonderful  works  of  God,”  af¬ 


forded  a  new  and  unequalled  k4id  of 
satisfaction  and  delight.  It  was  affect¬ 
ing,  in  no  common  degree,  to  hear  th^o 
dear  people,  themselves  recently  deliver¬ 
ed  from  the  power  of  darkness,  earnestly 
pleading  in  behalf  of  the  Heathen  world 
at  large,  and  of  their  own  countrt  inen  in 
particular.  A  few  sentences  to  this  effect 
will  not  be  deemed  impertinent.  One  of 
of  the  Hottentot  women  thus  expressed 
herself;  “  What  a  pity,  what  a  sin  it  is, 
that  you  (Europeans^  who  have  for  so 
many  years  enjoyed,  in  great  abimdance, 
the  heavenly  bread,  should  keep  it  all  to 
yourselves,  and  not  spare  one  little  crumb 
to  the  millions  of  poor  Heathen ;”  adding, 
“  that  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  you 
should  not  have  the  less  for  yourselves, 
by  giving  some  to  them ;  but  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  would  bless  you,  and  give 
you  the  more !”  She  also  observed,  that 
could  w  e  but  conceive  fully  of  the  mise¬ 
rable  situation  of  the  Hottentots,  we 
would  certainly  feel  more  compassion  for 
them.  She  expressed  her  humble  tlianks 
to  the  English  people  for  sending  Mis¬ 
sionaries  among  them;  but  entreated 
them  eaiTiestly  to  proceed  further  in  this 
goml  w  ork,  the  Lord  having  opened  an 
effectual  door,  and  there  being  yet  so 
many  thousands  who  know  not  the  Lord.* 
When  taking  leave  of  the  congregation, 
she  said,  “  The  last  thing  I  would  say, 
is,  O  pray  for  poor  Heathen !” 

It  wras  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Direc¬ 
tors,  that  Mr.  Kicherer  and  his  friends 
might  return  to  Africa  as  soon  as  jxDssi- 
ble,  to  resume  his  useful  labours,  and  to 
refresh  the  hearts  of  his  poor  people, 
who  parted  with  him  in  extreme  regret, 
and  who  fully  expected  to  see  him  in  the 
month  of  March  ;  but  insuperable  diffi¬ 
culties,  arising  from  the  renewal  of  hos¬ 
tilities,  have  hitherto  prevented  this  de¬ 
sirable  event:  it  is  hoped,  however,  that 
a  suitable  conveyance  in  a  neutral  vessel 
may,  ere  long,  be  provided. 

The  same  cause  has  operated  to  inter- 
mpt  tlieir  intercourse  with  Dr.  Vander- 
kemp,  no  direct  advices  having  been 
received  from  him.  Through  the  medi¬ 
um,  however,  of  the  Dutch  Society  who 
have  been  more  successful  in  obtaining 
his  letWs,  inteUigence  of  a  very  inte¬ 
resting  nature  has  been  lately  received- 


f  Several  additional  labourers  are  intended  to  accompany  Mr.  Ktohererto  Africa. 
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FRANCS. 

The  Directors,  a  considerable  time 
since,  took  measures  to  have  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  printed  in  the  French  language,  and 
to  circulate  them  throughout  that  coun¬ 
try.  The  New  Testament  is  now  finished 
and  the  old  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness. 
We  hoped  before  this  to  have  witnessed  a 
more  hopeful  prospect  of  their  general 
circulation,  but  since  the  misfortunes  of 
war  have  been  revived,  it  has  been 
thought  expedient  to  suspend  further  in¬ 
tercourse  with  that  country.  We,  how¬ 
ever,  have  some  reasons  to  hope  that  the 
New  Testament  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
is  silently  diffusing  its  influence  over  this 
great  nation.  And  we  have  also  reason¬ 
able  encouragement  to  think  that  several 
protestant  congregations  have  been  sup¬ 
plied  with  pastors  during  the  last  year. 

NORTM-AMERICA. 

Mr.  Bentom  still  resides  at  (^lebec, 
where  he  has  sustained  considerable  op- 
pmsidon  from  persons  who  bear  the  Chris¬ 
tian  name,  &  who  have  prevailed  on  some 
of  his  less  serious  hearers  to  witlidraw 
themselves  from  his  mir.istry.  He  has  not 
been  able  to  extend  his  labours  to  the  In¬ 
dians  ;  but  his  services  in  Quebec  have, 
we  trust,  been  useful  to  nlany.  The  oblo¬ 
quy,  however,  which  his  adversaries  have 
contrived  to  throw  up)on  him,  appears  to 
have  brought  his  usefulness  there  to  a 
"stand ;  so  that  he  is  desirous  of  resigning 
his  station  to  some  other  minister ;  a  mea¬ 
sure  which  the  Directors  conceive  may 
be  expedient,  should  the  Society  think 
proper  to  send  another  Missionary  there, 
and  a  suitable  person  could  be  found  who 
is  able  to  preach  in  the  French  language : 
a  qualification  highly  desirable  for  Mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Canada. 

Mr,  Mitchell,  who  has  resided  for 
about  three  years  in  New  Brunswick, 
has  been  an  instrument  of  spiritual  good 
to  several  individuals  in  that  place.  He 
has,  however,  left  that  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  in  consequence  of  his  marriage  ;  and 
removed  to  another  spot,  where,  we  hope 
he  will  still  exert  himself  in  the  cause  of 
Christ.  The  poor  people  to  whom  he 
preached  at  New  Carlisle,  appear  to 
relish  the  good  word  of  God,  and  who 
were  engaged  in  building  a  better  place 
of  worship,  are  extremely  desirous  tliat 
the  Society  would  furnish  tliem  with 
another  minister.  The  Directors,  wishing 
to  comply  with  their  laudable  request, 
have  determined  on  sending  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pidgeon,  one  of  the  students  at 
Gosport.  This  appointment  Mr.  P.  has 


accepted  with  perfect  readiness;  and 
having  been  ordained  at  Gosport,  has 
sailed  for  America. 

From  letters  received  from  Mr. 
Mitchell,  it  appears  that,  in  a  journey  of 
considerable  extent,  he  visited  a  great 
number  of  settlements  inhabited  by  High¬ 
landers,  &c.  many  of,  whom  were  Catho¬ 
lics,  and  who  gladly  received  the  word. — 
Whole  towns  and  districts  were  totally 
destitute  of  all  religious  ordinances,  and 
seemed  in  danger  to  lose  the  very  forms 
of  Christianity  :  many  of  them  expressed 
strong  desires  for  the  means  of  religious 
instruction;  and  would  rejoice  even  in 
the  occasional  visits  of  an  itinerant  mi¬ 
nister.  Amon^  persons  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  Mr.  P.  IS  to  labour  as  much  as 
possible  ;  and  to  collect  as  particular  an 
account  as  he  is  able  of  the  state  of 
religion  throughout  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick.  Information  of  this  kind 
cannot  fail  of  being  highly  interesting  to 
Christians  of  this  country,  and  may  ulti¬ 
mately  lead  to  some  active  measures  for 
the  more  general  diffusion  of  evangelical 
light  in  that  dark  part  of  the  earth.  It 
may  be  hoped,  that  a  just  and  accurate 
representation  of  their  pitiable  state  may 
hiduce  our  wealthy  merchants,  and 
others,  to  exert  their  benevolent  endea¬ 
vours  in  that  quarter,  upon  a  larger 
scale  than  may  strictly  comport  with  the 
precise  object  of  the  Missionaiy  Society. 

These  observations  are,  in  some  mea¬ 
sure,  applicable  to  Newfoundland.  Mr. 
Hillyard,  whose  faithful  services  in  that 
island  have  been  formerly  reported,  hav¬ 
ing  fulfilled  tlie  teiun  of  his  engagement 
with  the  Society,  returned  to  England 
early  in  the  last  year;  but  feeling  an 
earnest  desire  for  further  usefulness  in 
Newfoundland,  he  voluntarily  offered  to 
resume  the  scene  of  his  former  labours. 
The  Directors  readily  accepted  his  pro¬ 
posal;  and  he  accordingly  sailed  from 
Liverpool  in  the  latter  end  of  the  sum¬ 
mer;  and  they  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  of  his  safe  arrival  at  Carbonear. 
• 

ASIA. 

The  Directors  would  now  solicit  the 
attention  of  the  Society  towards  the  vast 
regions  of  the  eastern  world.  These  have 
long  engaged  the  pity  and  the  prayers  of 
the  Society ;  nor  have  the  Directors  ever 
lost  sight  of  the  stupendous  object:  they 
have  repeatedly  announced  their  earnest 
desires  to  send  to  the  deluded  millions 
of  Asia  the  glad  tidings  of  the  glorious 
gospel,  whenever  the  good  providence  of 
Gh3(l  should  open  their  way,  and  furnish 
them  with  Missionaries  whose  talents 
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and  dispostions  should  appear  suited  to 
such  important  stations  as  abound  in  that 
part  of  the  globe.  The  period  for  entering 
upon  the  interesting  serv  ice  has  at  length 
arrived;  and  there  are  now  on  their  way 
to  those  coimtries  six  brethren,  two  of 
whom  are  accompanied  by  their  wives. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Vos  superintends  the  Mis¬ 
sion  designed  for  Ceylon.  His  long 
standing  in  the  Christian  ministry ;  his 
faithful  and  successful  labours  therein, 
both  in  Holland  and  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  point  him  out  as  a  person  remark¬ 
ably  qualified  to  fill  this  station.  He  is  ac- 
compaiued  by  the  brethren  Ehrhardt  and 
Palm,  natives  of  Germany,  who  received 
their  education  for  Missionary  serv  ices  at 
the  seminary  at  Berlin.  Mrs.  Vos  and  Mrs. 
Palm  have  also  an  important  service  to  oc¬ 
cupy  their  zeal,  in  the  instniction  of  the 
female  natives,  and  in  assisting  in  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  children. 

Those  who  are  designed  to  labour  on 
the  continent  of  India,  arc  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Ringeltaube,  Desgranges,  and 
Cran.  The  first  is  a  nativ’e  of  Prussia, 
who  has  already  passed  a  short  time  in 
India.  The  other  Missionaries  have  been 
about  two  years  in  the  Seminary  at  Gos¬ 
port;  and  the  whole  have  been  ordained 
to  the  office  of  the  Christian  ministrv', 
and  recommended  to  the  grace  of  Gr^ 
in  the  discliarge  of  the  arduous  and  im¬ 
portant  service  to  which  they  are  call¬ 
ed.  The  Society  will,  no  doubt,  boar 
these  devoted  serv’ants  of  God  in  their 
affectionate  remembrance;  and,  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  implore  in  their  behalf, 
the  divine  protection,  counsel,  and  sup¬ 
port,  that  they  may  make  known  among 
the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ ;  and  at  length  finish  their  course 
w  ith  joy ! 

For  further  intelligence  from  Asia  see 
the  Report  from  the  Baptist  Mission- 
a  ies  to  their  Society,  page  28. 

A  Society,  called  The  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  has  been 
formed  in  London,  whose “  exclusive  ob¬ 
ject  is,  to  diffiise  the  knowledge  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  by  circulating  them  in 
the  different  languages  spoken  through¬ 
out  Great-Britain  and  Ireland;  and  also, 
according  to  the  extent  of  its  fimds,  by 
promoting  the  printing  of  them  in  foreign 
jan^iages,  and  the  distribution  of  them 
in  foreign  countries.”  Perhaps  no  plan 
could  have  been  proposed  which  W’ould 
[  have  bid  fairer  for  being  extensively  use¬ 
ful,  or  could  have  been  more  catholic  in 
Jts  principles,  less  liable  to  the  objections 
of  sectarian  xeal,  or  better  calculated  to 


engage  numbert  in  its  support.  Every  pro- 
testant  must  approve  of  it,  because  he  pro¬ 
fesses  to  regaixi  the  Scriptuies  as  the 
proper  and  only  standard  of  faith.  And  it 
has  been  encouraged  accordingly:  the 
president  is  the  right  honourable  John 
Lord  Teignmouth:  the  Bishops  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Durham,  Exeter,  and  St.  David’s, 
LonJ  Radstock,  Sir  William  Pepperill, 
Bart.  Vice-Admiral  Gambler,  Charles 
Grant,  Esq.  M.  P.  and  William  Wilber- 
force.  Esq.  M.  P.  are  the  Vice-Presi¬ 
dents,  and  Henry  Thornton,  Esq.  M.  P. 
is  Treasurer.  In  the  list  of  subscribers 
we  find  the  nobility,  gentry',  and  com¬ 
monalty,  including  even  servants;  the 
clergy  and  laity;  members  of  the  esta¬ 
blishment  and  dissenters  of  various  deno¬ 
minations: — all  united  in  promoting  this 
important  work.  The  Address  pubfished 
by  the  Society,  on  “  the  Excellence  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,”  as  a  specimen  of 
elegant  composition,  just  reasoning,  and 
striking  remark  is  well  w’orthy  of  atten¬ 
tion;  and  as  it  perfectly  coincides  with 
our  plan,  we  propose  to  gratify  our  rea¬ 
ders  w  ith  it  (or  at  least  w  ith  copious  ex¬ 
tracts  from  it)  in  some  of  our  future 
numbers. 

From  a  Correspondent  at  Beaufort,  South- 
Carolina. 

Beaufort,  P.  R.  Dec.  18, 1804. 

On  Saturday  last,  the  15th  inst.  the 
New  Independent  Church  in  this  place 
was  opened  for  public  w'orship.  Service 
commenced  a  little  after  11  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer,  the  pas¬ 
tor,  preached  from  Psalm  82,  v.  7.  After 
sermon  the  committee  of  the  church 
made  a  partial  report  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings  ;  and  the  congregation  voted  thanks  . 
(among  others)  to  tliose  generous  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Charleston,  who  had  subscribed 
so  liberally  and  disinterestedly  towards 
this  building. 

On  W ednesday  the  5th  of  December, 
the  new’  Episcopal  Church  in  the  west 
part  of  Arlington,  Vermont,  was  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  service  of  God. 

Periodical  Accounts  of  the  Baptist  Musion- 

ary  Society.  No.  12. 

The  accounts  which  are  given  of  the 
superstitions  and  abominable  idolatries  of 
the  Hindoos,  are  very  affecting.  On  the! 
18th  of  April  three  women  were  buimt  v 
with  the  corpses  of  their  husbands,  on  one  ^ 
pile,  near  the  house  of  the  Miscionaries. 
This  horrid  act  is  looked  upon  by  the 


y 


Motives  as  a  strong  proof  of  the  truth  of  England ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  continu* 
their  religion !  eel ;  so  that  at  least  30,000  women  perish 

The  public  Papers  inform  us,  that  a  annually  by  this  diabolical  superstition. 
Proclamation  had  been  made  by  the  May  God,  in  his  iniiiute  mercy,  put  a 
British  Governor  to  prevent  this  dread-  stop  to  it ! 
ful  mischief  in  the  districts  subject  to 
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cution  which  followed  the  revocation  of  ctn  in  as  a  nooa,  it  was  promised  viiat  tne 
the  Edict  of  Nantz.  Her  great  grand-  Spirit  of  the  Lord  should  lift  up  a  stand - 
father  was  a  Protestant  minister  in  ard  against  him,”  she  was  enabled  to  ap- 
France,  where  he  was  some  time  con-  ply  it  as  a  precious  promise  to  herself.  She 
cealed  by  his  friends ;  but  being  disco-  conversed  much  on  the  great  atonement 
vered,  he  was  dragg’d  from  his  refuge,  for  sin;  and  begged  tlie  Lord  would ena- 
and  fell  a  sacrafice  to  their  barbarity,—  ble  her,  more  and  more,  to  lay  the  hand 
sealing  the  truth  with  liis  blood,  at  the  of  faith  upon  the  head  of  that  great  sacri- 
age  of  fourscore.  Mrs.  Creed  lost  her  hce;  and  she  spoke  of  the  sufferings 
father  very  early  in  life ;  but  had  the  whicli  ouf  Lord  endured,  to  accomplish 
happiness  to  be  brought  up  by  a  pious  this  ^eat  salvation  for  all  those  who  be- 
mother.  She  was  naturally  disposed  to  lieve  in  him. 

retirement;  in  which  it  appears  she  spent  These  words,  “  Like  as  a  father  piti- 
miich  of  her  time,  ha^ing  no  business,  cth  his  childi-en,  so  the  Lord  pitieth 
nor  family  to  demand  it.  She  had  a  them  that  fear  him ;  for  he  knoweth  our 
strong  desire  to  commune  with  the  frame ; — he  remembereth  we  arc  dust,” 
church,  and  the  people  of  God;  but  her  afiorded  her  much  consolation.  She  ex¬ 
natural  timidity  prevented  her  present--  claimed,  “  How  kind  &  good  the  Lord  isto 
in  g  herself  for  church -fellow’ship ;  audit  me!  but  I  do  not  love  him  as  I  ought 
was  some  concern  in  her  illness,  that  she  or  wish.”  On  its  being  related  tliat  L)r. 
had  not  sat  at  the  Lord’s  Table:  and  in  Watts,  in  his  dying  hours,  being  remind- 
answer  to  what  was  said,  by  w  ay  of  con-  cd  of  his  great  usefulness  in  tlie  church 
solation  on  that  subject,  she  replied,  of  Christ,  replied,  he  had  no  more  to 
she  knew  it  w'as  not  a  savdng  ordinance ;  trust  to,  or  depend  upon,  than  the  w  eak- 
but  it  w  as  the  duty  of  the  Christian,  be-  cst  believer, — she  said,  “  What  a  mer- 
cause  it  w  as  the  command  of  his  Lord,  cy  it  is  that  the  weakest,  such  as  I  am 
For  some  considerable  time  after  the  has  the  same  foundation  as  the  strongest; 
commencement  of  her  illness,  her  life  fhe  blood  of  Christ,  w  hich  cleanseth  from 
was  not  thought  to  be  in  danger  by  the  all  sin.”  She  found  jpeat  pleasure  and 
faculty;  and,  as  she  expressed  herself  consolation  in  conversing  on  divine  sub- 
at  first,  she  thought  tliis  sickness  was  jects :  and  from  the  prayers  of  her 
not  unto  death;  and  when  she  knew  friends,  whom  she  desired,  as  she  di*cw 
it  was,  the  sting  was  taken  away;  she  near  her  end,  to  pray  that  she  might 
thanked  the  Lord  that  tlie  enemy  of  have  an  easy  dismission  from  the  world, 
souls  had  no  pow  er  over  her.  That  per-  She  was  very  tliankful  for  that  good  hope 
sons  on  the  borders  of  the  grave,  as  she  possessed,  knowing  in  whom  she  had 
she  was,  were  frequently  distressed  with  believed, — so  that  death  itself  appeared 
doubts  and  fears  ; — she  blessed  the  Lord  without  terrors.  She  remarked  of  the 
that  was  not  her  case.  She  had  been  happiness  of  being  prepared  to  meet 
a  little  troubled  by  a  dream ;  but  these  death  before  it  began  to  make  its  visible 
words  of  Dr.  W atts,  approach ;  and  how  unable  and  unfit,  in 

A  r  •  X  1-  11  •  ^1.  1  fhe  time  of  pain  and  sickness,  w  e  are  to 

»  begin  so  important  a  busines,  adding. 

Tho  Death  and  HeU  obstruct  the  way,”  ..  what|should  I  now  do,  had  I  got  my 


On  being  told  of  the  illness  of  a  friend, 
too  much  inclined  to  the  scheme  of  infi¬ 
delity,  she  replied,  “  Don’t  mention  it  to 
me, — I  cannot  bear  to  hear  of  his  awful 
situation;  it  troubles  me  much.” — Being 
affected  much  on  this  occasion,  on  recov¬ 
ering,  she  said,  In  that  better  world,  sor¬ 
row  and  sighing  shall  for  ever  flee  away.” 
To  those  around  her,  she  said,  “  This  is  a 
world  of  sorrow ;  but  I  hope  we  shall  meet 
in  Heaven,  where  there  shall  be  neither 
pain  nor  parting.”  She  was  favoured 
with  an  habitual  frame  of  thankfulness ; 
and,  but  a  few’  hours  before  her  departure 
being  raised  up  in  the  be<^  she  said,  “  See 
how  good  the  Lord  is  to  me!  I  don’t 
know’  when  1  have  been  raised  w’ith  so 
much  ease.”  She  desired  that  sw’eet 
hymn  (w’hich  comforted  her  mother  in 
her  last  moments)  might  be  read  to  her, 

“  O,  for  an  overconving  faith  to  cheer 
my  dying  hoiu^;”  she  added,  “  The 
frightful  powers  of  tlie  monster  Death 
are  all  gone !” 

At  a  time  w  hen  she  w^as  supposed  to 
be  in  a  kind  of  a  slumber  (for  she  had 
not  i'.ad  any  sleep  for  a  great  lengtli  of 
time)  she  said,  “  1  am  not  sleeping,  as 
you  thought;  but  imagined  I  heard  a 
a  voice  w’hisper  a  sweet  invitation  to  me. 

I  w'ish  to  depart  and  be  w’ith  Christ, 
which  is  far  better :  we  now  see  through 
a  glass  darkly;  but  then  face  to  face.” 
At  this  period,  her  dissolution  w  as  evi¬ 
dently  drawing  near;  and  on  being  asked 
if  she  w  as  happy  ? — she  replied,  “  Happy 
as  a  mortal  can  be,  till  rid  of  the  body.” 
The  approach  of  death  began  to  be  ra¬ 
pid,  and  her  speech  became  scarce  in¬ 
telligible;  but  bv  her  lips  it  appeared 
she  w  as  engaged  in  prayer.  In  her  de¬ 
parting  moments,  in  broken  accents 
could  b^  distinguished, 

“  Jesus  can  make  a  dying  bed 

“Teel  soft  as  downy  pillows  are;” 

which  were  the  last  w’ords  she  was  heard 
to  articiJate : — so  calm  and  serene  were 
her  dying  moments,  that  the  grim  mon¬ 
ster  seemed  disarmed  of  his  terrors ;  and 
the  scene  naturally  excited  a  desire  from 
those  who  witnessed  her  happy  state  of 
mind,  that  they  might  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous ;  and  that  their  latter  end 
might  be  hke  hers. 

PETER  W  ETHERILL. 

Sept.  16,  1803,  died  Peter  WetheriU, 
aged  tw  enty -two  years,  w  ho  attended  the 
ministry  of  the  Rev.  R.  Hill.  He  was  of 
a  serious  turn  of  mind  from  a  bov,  fond  of 
hearing  the  w'ord  preached,  and  reading 
tke  Scriptures  and  religious  books ;  a  du¬ 


tiful  son  to  his  parents,  and  esteemed^ 
all  around  him.  The  manner  in  which  he* ; 
behaved  in  hklong  sickness  (which 
consumption)  plainlyproved  the  Lord^»^||^  ^ 
with  him  of  a  truth.  At  times,  he  w§0 
much  harrassed  by  Satan.  He  often  cri|d^ 
out,  “  Come  Lord  Jesus,  and  coinel^ 
quickly ;  why  are  thy  chariot  wheels  so 
long  in  coming  ?” .  He  was  told  by  a  friend 
the  Lord  w’oiud  manifest  himself  to  him, 
and  he  would  not  leave  him  nor  forsake 
him.  He  replied,  “  If  I  do  perish,  it  shaU 
be  at  the  feet  of  Jesus !  O  blessed  Sphit, 
descend  8c  remove  these  doubts  and  fears 
from  me ;  1  trust  entirely  on  the  blood  and 
righteousness  of  Christ  for  salvation!”— 
It  was  observed  that  his  suflerings  w  ere 
very  great :  he  replied,  “  It  is  the  Lord’s 
doings.”  He  never  w’as  heard  to  murmur. 
On  tiie  day  of  his  death  it  pleased  the 
Lord  to  remove  all  his  doubts  and  fears ; 
to  reveal  in  his  heart  the  knowledge  of  his 
dear  Son.  He  cried  out,  “  Christ  is  pre¬ 
cious  !  the  Lord  now  shines  upon  me  ;  I 
long  to  depart,  and  be  w  itli  rny  Saviour 
who  died  for  me.”  His  mother  said  to 
him,'  Yqu  sw’eat  very  much.  He  leplied, 

“  My  Saviour  sw  eat  great  drops  of  blv)od 
for  me.”  About  half  an  hour  before 
lie  departed,  his  sister  asked  him  if 
he  was  happy.  He  answered,  “O  liappy, 
happy !”  Prayer  and  praise  were  almost  ^ 
that  could  be  heard  as  long  as  his  toQ|^ue 
could  speak,  or  lie  had  breatli  to  draw. — 
At  twelve  o’clock  at  night  he  finished  his 
course,  fell  asleep,  and  entered  his  eter¬ 
nal  rest,  departing  this  life  without  a 
struggle,  sigh,  or  groan.  J.  H. 

REV.  ELI  FORBES. 

Died,  at  Gloucester,  Massachusetts, 
in  tlie  78th  year  of  his  age,  the  Rev.  Eli 
Forbes,  D.  D.  Pastor  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  in  that  place. 

Dr.  Forbes  w’as  bom  at  Westborough, 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  in  October, 
O.  S. 1726. 

In  the  vears  1758  and  ’59,  he  tw  ice  ac- 
compani  ed  the  provincial  regiments  under 
Col.  Haggles,  in  the  capacity  of  chaplain. 

In  1762,  he  went  as  a  Missionary  to 
the  Oneidas,  the’chief  tribe  of  the  six  na¬ 
tions  of  Mohawks,  and  planted  the  first 
Christian  church  at  Onoquagie,  on  the  ri¬ 
ver  Susquehannah,  about  a  uundred  and 
twenty  miles  from  lake  Ostiego,  which  is 
its  source.  Hem  also,  he  established  two 
schools,  one  for  chilA*en  and  another  for 
adults ;  and  having  administered 
infant  church  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s 
supper,  he  returned,  leaving  to  Mr.  A. 
Rice,  his  colleague,  the  care  of  the  new 
institutiuDS. 


On  bis  return  from  his  mission  to  the 
Oneidas,  Mr.  Forbes  brought  with  him 
four  Indian  children,  one  of  whom  he  en- 
twed  at  Dartmouth  College  r  and  after 
fiflfeishing  them  with  such  knowledge  as 
w(^uld  be  most  useful,  returned  the  other 
three  to  the  tribe  to  which  they  belcmged. 
He  likewise  on  this  occasion,  brought 
away  a  lad.  who  was  born  in^New-York 
and  had  been  left  among  the  Indians  by 
his  uncle,  at  so  early  an  age,  as  complete¬ 
ly  to  have  been  formed  by  their  example, 
and  viewed  by  them  as  one  of  their  chil¬ 
dren. 

This  lad,  through  the  fostering  care  of 
Doct.  Forbes,  was  afterwards  serviceable ' 
among  those  Indians,  as  a  translator  and 
agent. 

In  1776,  Doctor  Forbes,  at  his  own  re¬ 
quest,  was  dismissed  from  Brookfield, 
and  soon  after  installed  at  Gloucester, 
where  he  died. 

Died,  at  Goshen,  Orange  County,  on 
the  21st  of  December,  the  Rev.  Nathan 
Ker,  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Con¬ 
gregation,  in  that  place,  in  the  69th 
year  of  his  age,  and  tlie  follow  ing  day 
his  funeral  was  attended,  and  a  sermon 


preached  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  King,  from 
Revelations  xiv.  13.  Five  other  clergy¬ 
men  assisted  at  the  last  sad  rituals. 

Mr.  Ker  was  bom  in  New- Jersey, 
educated  at  Princeton  College,  and  had 
been  in  the  constant  exercise  of  the 
gospel  ministry  at  Goshen  for  more  than 
40  years. 

“  Happy  man !  thy  days  are  ended, 

“  All  thy  mourning  days  below.” 

Died,  at  Wallingford  (Con.)  on  the 
21st  ult.  the  Rev.  Seth  Higby,  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  Baptist  Church  inHhat  place. 
He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  piety  and 
virtue,  and  an  ornament  to  liis  holy  pro¬ 
fession. 

William  Small,  one  of  the  African 
youths  who  were  brought  to  England 
in  1799,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
useful  and  religious  education,  died,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London,  of  a  con¬ 
sumption. — There  was  good  reason  to 
conclude,  that  the  labours  of  his  bene¬ 
volent  patrons  had  not  been  in  vain ; 
and  that  he  died  in  the  faith  and  hope 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 


POETRY. 


THE  GARDENER  AND  ROSE-TREE. 

A  FABLE. 

By  the  Reverend  Samuel  Pearce. 

IN  a  sweet  spot,  which  wisdom  chose. 
Grew'  an  unique,  and  lovely  rose ; 

A  flow  ’r  so  fair  w  as  seldom  borne — 

A  rose  almost  without  a  thorn. 

]^ach  passing  stranger  stopp’d  to  view 
A  plant  possessing  charms  so  new. 

“  Sw  eet  flow'*r !”  each  lip  was  heard  to  say ; 
Nor  less  the  owner  pleased  than  they : 
Rear’d  by  his  hand  with  constant  care. 
And  planted  in  his  choice  parterre. 

Of  all  his  garden  this  the  pride. 

No  flow’r  so  much  admir’d  beside. 

Nor  did  the  rose  unconscious  bloom. 
Nor  feel  ungrateful  for  the  boon ; 

Oft  as  her  guardian  came  that  way. 
Whether  at  dawn,  or  eve  of  day. 
Expanded  wide — ^her  form  unveiled. 

She  double  fragrance  then  exhal’d. 

As  months  roll’d  on,  the  spring  appear’d 
Its  genial  rays  the  rose  matur’d ; 


Forth  fi*om  its  root  a  shoot  extends— 
The  parent  Rose-tree  downw  ards  bends. 
And  with  a  joy  unknow  n  before. 
Contemplates  the  yet  embryo  flow’r. 

“  OflTspring  most  dear,”  she  fondly  said, 
“  Part  of  myself!  beneath  my  shade, 

“  Safe  shalt  tliou  rise,  whilst  happy  I, 

“  Transported  with  maternal  joy, 

“  Shidl  see  thy  little  buds  appear, 

“  Unfold,  and  bloom  in  beauty  here. 

“  What,  tho*  the  lily,  or  jonquil, 

“  Or  hyacinth,  no  longer  fill 
“  The  space  around  me — all  shall  be 
“  Abundantly  made  up  in  thee. 

“  What,  tho’  my  present  charms  decay, 
“  And  passing  strangers  no  more  say 
“  Of  me,  “  Sweet  Jiower yet,  thou  shalt 
raise 

“  Thy  blooming  head,  &  gain  the  praise ; 
“  And  this  reverberated  pleasure 
“  Shall  be  to  me  a  world  of  treasure. 

“  Cheerful  1  part  with  former  merit, 

“  That  it  my  darling  may  inherit. 

“  Haste  then  the  hours  w  hich  bid  thee 
bloom, 

“  And  fill  the  Zephyiti  with  perfume.” 


Thus  had  the  Rose-tree  scarcely  spoken, 
Ere  the  sweet  cup  of  bliss  was  broken — 
The  g^ard’ner  came,  and  with  one  stroke 
He  from  the  root  the  offspring  took. 
Took  from  the  soil  wherein  it  grew. 

And  hid  it  from  the  parent’s  view. 


“  Of  me  thy  heart  wo\dd  scarce  hiM 
thought, 

“  With  gratitude  no  more  be  fraught: 

“  — Yea — thy  own  beauty  be  at  stal^ 

“  Surrender’d  for  thy  offspring’s  sakeij^ 
“  Nor  think,  that,  hidden  from  thine  eyelf 
“  The  infant  plant  neglected  lies— - 
Judge  ye,  who  know  a  mother's  cares  “  No — I’ve  another  garden,  where 

For  the  dear  tender  babe  she  bears,  “  In  richer  soil,  and  purer  air 

The  parent’s  anguish — Ye  alone  “  It’s  now  transplanted,  there  to  shine 

Such  sad  vicissitudes  have  known.  “  In  beauties  fairer  far  than  thine. 

“  Nor  shaft  thou  always  be  apart 

Deep  was  the  wound;  nor  slight  the  pain  “  From  the  dear  darling  of  thy  heart ; 
Which  made  the  Rose-tree  thus  com-  “  For  *tis  my  purpose  fXee  to  bear 

plain :  “In  future  time,  and  plant  thee  there, 

“  Where  thy  now  absent  off-set  grows, 

“  Dear  little  darling!  art  thou  gone—  “  And  blossoms  a  celestial  Rose. 

“  Thy  charms  scarce  to  thy  mother 

luiown !  “  Be  patient,  then,  till  that  set  hour  shall 

“  Remov’d  so  soon! — so  suddenly  come, 

“  Snatch’d  from  my  fond  maternal  eye!  “  When  thou,  and  thine  shall  in  new 
“  What  hast  thou  done?  dear  offspring!  beauties  bloom: 

say,  “  No  more  its  absence  shaft  thou  then 

“  So  early  to  be  snatch’d  away !  deplore, 

“  What!  g^ne  foret>er.' — seen  nom,ore!  “  Togetlier  grow,  &  ne’er  be  parted  more. 
“  For  ever  I  thy  loss  deplore. 

'‘Ye  dews  descend,  with  tears  supply  These  words  to  silence  hush’d  the  plain- 
“  My  now  for  ever  tearful  eye ;  tive  Rose, 

“  Or  rather  come  some  northern  blasts  With  deeper  blushes  redd’ning  now  she 
“  Dislodge  my  yielding  niots  in  haste.  glows, 

“  JVhirlvjtnds  arise — my  branches  tear.  Submissive  bow’d  her  unrepining  head, 
“  And  to  some  distant  region  bear.  Again  her  wonted  grateful  fragrance 

“Far  from  this  spot,  a  wretched  mother,  shed — 

“  Whose  fruit  and  joys  are  gone  toge-  Cry’d“thou  hast  taken  only  what’s  thine 
ther.”  owTi, 

“  Therefore,  thy  will,  my  lord,  not  mine. 
As  tluis  the  anguisli’d  Rose-tree  ciy  ’d,  be  done.” 

Her  owner  near  her  she  espy’d^  » 

Who  In  these  gentle  terms  reprov’d  ff'riHen  on  the  anniversary  of  Dec.  35, 1789. 

A  plant,  tho’  murm’rmg,  siill  belov’d. 

BY  A  LADY, 

whose  only  child  died  on  that  day, 

OH  day  deplor’d!  thy  melancholy  dawn 
On  scenes  of  pangful  apprehension  rose ; 
And  ere  thy  lengthen’d  hours  of  gloom 
were  gone. 

Confirm’d  the  sad  anticipated  woes. 

On  all  those  joys  maternal  fondness  knows. 
Those  hopes  whose  beams  on  distant' 
raptures  play. 

Thy  course  beheld  the  veil  of  darkness 
close. 

And  quench  the  last  fond  gleam  of 
pleasure’s  ray,  s 

While  sunk  in  death’s  cold  shades  a 
dcr  victim  lay. 

And  yet.  Oh  day  of  joy!  on  whose 
blest  mom 

Descending  angels  bore  the  voice  of 
peace ; 


Cease,  beauteous  flow’r,  these  useless 
cries. 

And  let  my  lessons  make  thee  wise. 
Art  thou  not  mine  ?  did  not  my  hand 
Transplant  thee  from  the  barren  sand. 
Where  once  a  mean  unsiglitly  plant. 
Exposed  to  injury  and  want. 

Unknown  and  unadmii*’d,  I  found. 

And  brought  thee  to  this  fertile  ground; 
With  studious  art  improv’d  thy  form. 
Secur’d  thee  from  th’  inclement  storm. 
And  thro’  the  seasons  of  the  year. 
Made  thee  my  unabating  care? 

Hast  thou  not  blest  thy  happy  lot. 

In  such  an  owner — such  a  s|iot  ? 

But  now,  because  thy  shoot  I’ve  taken. 
Thy  best  of  friends  must  be  forsaken. 
Know,  flow’r  belov’d,  e’en  this  affliction 
Shall  prove  to  thee  a  benediction : 

Had  I  not  the  young  plant  remov’d, 
(So  fondly  by  thy  heart  belov’d) 
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laimed  on  earth  the  babe  of  Beth¬ 
lehem  bom, 

While  with  “  glad  tidings”  shook  the 
distant  breeze. 

ilprn  th*  imprison’d  spirit  to  release 
Fi*om  Sin’s  dominion,  and  from  Death’s 
dark  sway; 

To  bid  Mortality’s  deep  murmurs  cease. 
And  rend  the  separating  veil  away 

Which  wrapt  in  superstition’s  gloom  the 
bright  celestial  day. 

How  shall  I  mingle  in  the  festive  throng. 
While  memory  renews  distraction’s 
hour? 

Or  liow,  exulting,  raise  the  joyful  song. 
While  my  soul  sinks  in  sad  deiection’s 
pow’r : 

Yet  though  on  earth  despair’s  dark  pros¬ 
pects  lower. 

This  day  celesrial  Light  dispels  the 
gloom; 

In  heavenly  vision  bids  the  spirit  tower. 
And  o’er  the  ruins  of  the  darksome 
tomb 

View  scenes  of  love  arise,  and  undecay¬ 
ing  bloom. 

\ 

Father  of  boundless  mercies !  Oh  forgive 
The  tears  which  flow  on  this  auspi¬ 
cious  day ! 

Pity  the  heart  where  pining  sorrows  live. 
When  love  and  gratitude  should  swell 
^  the  lay ! 

And  from  thy  throne  of  light,  may  one 
blest  ray 

Of  love,  and  heavenly  radiance  be 
jgiven ! 

To  wee  the  w'cary  soul  from  sorrow’s 
sway, 


(On  her  dark  waves  too  long  by  tem¬ 
pest  driven) 

To  lead  her  through  a  Saviour’s  love, 
to  peace, — ^to  Heaven ! 

TAe  Editor  vjtll  be  much  obliged  by  a  poetic 
cal  translation  of  the  following  excellent 
prayer. 

O  DEUS !  ego  amo  te ; 

Nec  amo  te  ut  salves  me, 

Aut  quia  non  amantes  te 
^temo  punis  igne. 

Tu,  tumijesu!  totum  me, 
Amplexus  es  in  cruce, 

Tulisti  Clavos,  Lanceum, 
Midtamque  i^ominiam  ; 

Innumeros  dotores, 

Sudores  et  angores, 

Ac  mortem ;  et  hacc  propter  me 
Ac  pro  me  peccatore. 

Cur  igitur  non  amem  te, 

O  Jesu  amantissime  ? 

Non  ut  in  caclo  salves  me, 

Aut  ne  sctemum  damnes  me* 

Nec  prcmii  ulla  spe; 

Sed  sicut  tu  amasti  me. 

Sic  amo  et  amabo  te ; 

Solum  quia  Rex  meus  es 
£t  solum  quia  Deus  es. 

Inscription  on  a  tree^  overhanging  a  river  in 
a  garden. 

HE  who  with  base  and  impudent  delay. 
Neglects  th’  improvement  of  the  present 
dav. 

Like  the  dull  hind  stops  by  the  river’s  side. 
Expecting  till  its  waters  shall  subside : 
In  vain  tlie  waves  their  ciurents  keep. 
And  flow  forever  onward  to  the  deep. 


